MCAS Grade 8 English Language Arts

Computer-Based Practice Test Answer Key

Session 1
Ict:eBr;Ir Reporting Anchor Grade-Level Item Max Correct

No. Category Standards Standards Type* | Points | Answer**

1 Reading R.PK-12.3 RL.8.3 SR 1 B

2 Language L.PK-12.3 L.8.3 SR 1 C

3 Reading R.PK-12.1 RL.8.1 SR 1 B

4 Reading R.PK-12.1 RL.8.1 SR 1 C

5 Reading R.PK-12.4 RL.8.4 SR 1 D

6 Reading R.PK-12.3 RL.8.3 SR 1 A

7 Reading R.PK-12.3 RL.8.3 SR 1 C

8 Reading R.PK-12.3 RL.8.3 SR 1 B

9 Reading R.PK-12.2 RL.8.2 SR 1 D

10 Reading R.PK-12.3 RL.8.3 SR 1 Seep. 3

11 Reading R.PK-12.3 RL.8.3 SR 1 Seep. 3

12 Reading R.PK-12.6 RL.8.6 SR 1 Seep. 4
L.PK-12.1,

13 Lm‘j’gt?n“;ge’ LKA, FE e eSSBS |8 Rubt
W.PK-12.2, e p. 7
W.PK-12.4

14 Reading R.PK-12.6 RL.8.6 SR 1 A

15 Reading R.PK-12.4 RL.8.4 SR 1 C

16 Reading R.PK-12.5 RL.8.5 SR 1 C

17 Reading R.PK-12.2 RL.8.2 SR 1 B

18 Reading R.PK-12.2 RL.8.2 SR 1 Seep. 4




Session 2

I(t:eBr;: Reporting Anchor Grade-Level Item M_ax Correct
No. Category Standards Standards Type* | Points | Answer**
19 Reading R.PK-12.3 RI1.8.3 SR 1 C
20 Reading R.PK-12.4 RI1.8.4 SR 1 D
21 Reading R.PK-12.5 RI1.8.5 SR 1 Seep. 5
22 Language L.PK-12.4 L.8.4 SR 1 D
23 Reading R.PK-12.3 RI1.8.3 SR 1 C
24 Reading R.PK-12.3 RI1.8.3 SR 1 B
25 Reading R.PK-12.8 RI.8.8 SR 1 B
26 Reading R.PK-12.1 RI.8.1 SR 1 D
27 Reading R.PK-12.2 RI.8.2 SR 1 Seep. 5
L.PK-12.1,

26 |Lamguege | piios | las, | ER b

Writing .PK-12.3, .8.3, 5 Rubric,

W.PK-12.1, W.8.1, W.8.4 p. 8
W.PK-12.4

29 Reading R.PK-12.4 RI1.8.4 SR 1 C

30 Reading R.PK-12.2 RI.8.2 SR 1 B

31 Reading R.PK-12.6 RI.8.6 SR 1 D

32 Reading R.PK-12.3 RI1.8.3 SR 1 Seep. 6

33 Reading R.PK-12.1 RI.8.1 SR 1 Seep. 6

34 Language L.PK-12.5 L.8.5.a SR 1 C

35 Language L.PK-12.1 L.8.1.a SR 1 B

36 Language L.PK-12.2 L.8.2 SR 1 D

37 Language L.PK-12.2 L.8.2.a SR 1 B.E

38 Language L.PK-12.1 L.8.1.b SR 1 B

39 Language L.PK-12.4 L.8.4.c SR 1 See p.6

*ELA item types are selected response (SR), extended response (ER), and essay (ES).
**Answers are provided here for selected-response items only. Pages 3-6 of this document provide
correct answers for technology-enhanced (TE) items. Sample responses and scoring guidelines for

extended-response and essay items will be posted on the MCAS Resource Center.



https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/practice-tests-ela/

Correct Answer for CBT Item #10: Technology-Enhanced Item

Starfish

“What are you supposed to call this
kind of art? (paragraph B)

“A smirk appears. 'l think he was
impressed.” (paragraph 36)

The Foet X

“| crumple the flyer in my backpack. /
Balled and zipped up tight” {lines 21
and 22)

“Although Twin and | are super
different, / people find it strange how
much we share.” (lines 47 and 48)

Correct Answer for CBT Item #11: Technology-Enhanced Item

Kiko | Xiomara
Description from | from The | Both
Starfish | Poet X

feels limited by
her D L] 0
surroundings

is bursting with
unspoken
ideas and
feelings

is recognized
by an artist as
having
patential




Correct Answer for CBT Item #12: Technology-Enhanced Item

In both passages, one character pausss to
look more cosely at ancther. In
paragraph 32 of Starfish, Hiroshi looks at
Kiko in a way that suggests that he
realizes the extent of her talent. -

In lines 79-81 of The Poet X, M5, Galiano
looks at Xiomara in a way that suggests
that she

is afternpting to understand Xicmara. =

Correct Answer for CBT Item #18: Technology-Enhanced Item

People are powerless to change what has
already happened.

“Words and impulses you can't take back,”
(line 17)

“And whatever | do / will become forever what
I've done.” (lines 34 and 35)




Correct Answer for CBT Item #21: Technology-Enhanced Item

The movement was based on a risky plan of
action.

Starting the movement meant fixing an existing
program.

The movement arose from intense discussions
with officials.

Correct Answer for CBT Item #27: Technology-Enhanced Item

“It is as clear as day. You cannot protect the
environment if you do not have democratic
governance [or] democratic space,’ she says.”
(paragraph 17)

“President Moi, opening a women's seminar that
same month, asserted that women's ‘little minds’
slowed their progress.” (paragraph 19)

“The night she was leaving for Oslo for the peace
prize ceremonies, Maathai hit Nairobi's notorious
rush hour traffic jam.” (paragraph 20)




Correct Answer for CBT Item #32: Technology-Enhanced Item

Description

Michael
Collins

Meil
Armstrong

performed actions
that were broadcast
to a large audience

saw sights that no
one had seen before

found comfart in
personal memories

Correct Answer for CBT Item #33: Technology-Enhanced Item

"Clrcling the moon, turn after turn, he waits for Nell
and Buzz 1o finish up down there.” {paragraph 4)

"He has brought a camera. He takes pictures of his
stubbled face.” (paragraph 4)

"The president calls Neil and Buzz on the moon.”™
(paragraph &)

Correct Answer for CBT Item #39:

Definition 1:

stress: n. pressure; tension or

anxiety

My stress has increased since
getting a puppy.

The playful puppy was a source of
stress for the tired old cat.

Technology-Enhanced Item

Definition 2:
stress: v. to emphasize, such as for

impartance

Veterinarians stress the value of
consistent puppy training.




Scoring Rubric for CBT Item #13: Essay (ES)

Idea Development

QUALITY AND DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL IDEA

SELECTION AND EXPLANATION OF EVIDENCE AND/OR DETAILS
ORGANIZATION

EXPRESSION OF IDEAS

AWARENESS OF TASK AND MODE

e Central idea is insightful and fully developed

e Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
5 e  Skillful and/or subtle organization

¢ Rich expression of ideas

e Full awareness of the task and mode

e Central idea is clear and well-developed

e Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
4 e Effective organization

e Clear expression of ideas

e Full awareness of the task and mode

¢ Central idea is general and moderately developed

e Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
3 ¢ Moderate organization

o Adequate expression of ideas

o Sufficient awareness of the task and mode

e Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed

o Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
2 e Limited organization

e Basic expression of ideas

e Partial awareness of the task and mode

e Central idea is not developed

¢ Insufficient evidence and/or details
1 e Minimal organization

e Poor expression of ideas

e Minimal awareness of the task and mode
0 o The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not

address the question or incorrectly responds to the question.

Standard English Conventions

SENTENCE STRUCTURE
GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS

Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay
Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity
and/or length of essay

Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay
Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to
complexity and/or length of essay

Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or
Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or
insufficient length

O = NN W

e Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and
mechanics and/or insufficient length

7




Scoring Rubric for CBT Item #28: Extended Response (ER)

Scoring Guide for Written Expression

3 2 1 0

o effective explanation of e adequate explanation of e minimal explanation of e does not address the
ideas ideas ideas question or

o effective selection of e adequate selection of e minimal selection of incorrectly responds
evidence to support ideas evidence to support ideas evidence to support ideas to the question

o effective organization e adequate organization e minimal organization

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions

2 1 0
e appropriate control of a variety of e partial control of a variety of ¢ no control of grammar, usage, and
sentence structures relative to the sentence structures relative to the mechanics and/or is of insufficient
length of the response length of the response length
e appropriate control of grammar, usage, e partial control of grammar usage,
and mechanics relative to complexity and mechanics relative to
and/or length of the response complexity and/or length of the
response




