
2027 MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 

Grade 3 English Language Arts Practice Test 

Question 28: Extended Response 

Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 

Standard: L.PK-12.1 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Standard: L.PK-12.2 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Standard: L.PK-12.3 – Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Standard: W.PK-12.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 

complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

Standard: W.PK-12.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Extended Response Prompt  

Write a response that is about one paragraph in length.  

Be sure to: 

• Include an explanation based on the passage. 
• Use evidence from the passage to support the explanation. 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on “Midnight and the Night Watchman,” write a response that explains how Tom 

shows kindness in the passage. Use evidence from the passage to support your 

response. 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 

responses begin on page 3. 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4


Grade 3 ELA Question 28  page 2 of 10 

 
 

Scoring Guide for Written Expression 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

3A 

3B 

• clearly explains ideas 
• thoroughly uses evidence to support ideas 
• clearly organizes ideas 

2A 

2B 

• partially explains ideas 
• adequately uses evidence to support ideas 
• partially organizes ideas 

1A 

1B 

• minimally explains ideas 
• insufficiently uses evidence to support ideas 
• minimally organizes ideas 

0A 

0B 
• does not address the question or incorrectly responds to the question 

 

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.  

Score* Description 

2A 

2B 

2C 

• mostly consistent control of sentence structure relative to the length of the 
response 

• mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to the 
length of the response 

• any errors do not interfere with communication 

1A 

1B 

1C 

• some control of sentence structure relative to the length of the response 
• some control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to the length of the 

response 
• some errors begin to interfere with communication 

0A 

0B 

• incorrectly formed sentences with no control of grammar, usage, and 
mechanics and/or sentences of insufficient length 

• contains many errors that interfere with communication 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned 

the same score (e.g., 2A and 2B). 
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Written Expression—Score Point 3A 

 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2A 

 

The night watchman named Tom shows kindness. He finds a kitten and names her 

Midnight. It is kind to give the kitten a name. He is also kind to share his sandwich with 

her because she was probably hungry. Tom worries when the cat is gone. The passage 

says “Tom wonders. Can she find her way back through all that snow?” He goes outside 

in the cold and keeps looking until he finds her. That is a kind thing to do because he is 

worried and wants the kitten to be ok. It says “Tom picks her up and carries her inside. 

He pets her cold wet fur until its warm and dry. He decides to bring Midnight home with 

him and he scoops her up in his arms. That is the kindest thing. 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Written Expression—Score Point 3B 

 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2B 

 

Tom shows kindness in the passage in many ways. First he finds the kitten and gives it 

the name Midnight because it has black fur. When he eats his sandwich Tom shares it 

with the cat. It says “Tom takes a sandwich out of his lunchbox. He offers a piece to 

Midnight, and she gobbles it down” Then when the kitten is missing he goes out in a 

snow storm to look for her. He is kind when he finds her and then he helps the kitten get 

warm and dry until it falls asleep. In the end he almost left Midnight but then he scooped 

her up because he decided to give her a home. He said “Come along with me Midnight 

from now on you can watch me at home!” Tom was really really kind to the little kitten 

and now it has a place to live. 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Written Expression—Score Point 2A 

 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2C 

 

Tom showed kindness in the passage. He thinks about his children sleeping at home. It 

says “The night watchman is glad his two children are asleep at home snuggled in bed.” 

When he is playing with the cat he says “I wish Rachel and Brandon could see this.” He 

brings the cat home and knows they will have fun playing with it. He is really kind to the 

cat too. He feeds it and names it Midnite. 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Written Expression—Score Point 2B 

 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1A 

 

Tom is realy kind so he takes care of the kitten. When the kitten is gone he looks for it in 

the cold and rescuse it so the kitten is warm and dry. It says “He pets her cold, wet fur 

till its warm and dry.” He makes sure it is ok.  he takes the cat home because he is realy 

kind and calls her midnite. This shows that Tom is kind. 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Written Expression—Score Point 1A 

 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1B 

 

Tom is kind and I know how he cares about the cat. he feed it the story says “Tom takes 

a sandwich out of his lunchbox. He offers a piece to Midnight, and she gobbles it down.” 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Written Expression—Score Point 1B 

 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0A 

 

he scoop up midnight and take her back home to live with his famly. tom shows kidness 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Written Expression—Score Point 0A 

 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1C 

 

The kitten had fur that was mostly black. There were white spots on the chin and paws.   

Back to Scoring Guides 
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Written Expression—Score Point 0B 

 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0B 

 

the cat he was cold and lonly 

Back to Scoring Guides 
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