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MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
Grade 7 English Language Arts Practice Test 

Question 13: Essay  
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 

Standard: L.PK-12.1 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Standard: L.PK-12.2 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Standard: L.PK-12.3 – Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
Standard: W.PK-12.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
Standard: W.PK-12.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

This item can be found in the grade 7 practice test on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Essay Prompt  
For this question, you will write an essay based on the passages. The essay should be about four to five 
paragraphs in length. Be sure to: 

• Include a central idea. 
• Use evidence from the passages to support the central idea. 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on the passages, write an essay that compares how Roy in Hoot and the girls in 
Strange Birds demonstrate dedication to a cause. Use evidence from both passages to 
develop your essay. 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response describe 
elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and Standard 
English Conventions. 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/practice-tests-ela/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 
Score* Description 

5A 
 

 

 

 

 

5B

• Central idea is insightful and fully developed 
• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Skillful and/or subtle organization 
• Rich expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

4

• Central idea is clear and well-developed 
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3

• Central idea is general and moderately developed 
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Moderate organization 
• Adequate expression of ideas 
• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed 
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Limited organization 
• Basic expression of ideas 
• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1

• Central idea is not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0 

 
 
 
 

• The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the 
question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 
3A
3B
3C
3D

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

length of essay 

2 
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 

and/or length of essay 

1 

 

• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length 

0 • Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics 
and/or insufficient length 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same 
score (e.g., 5A and 5B). 
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Idea Development—Score Point 5A 
The essay is fully developed and effectively explains how Roy in Hoot and the girls in 
Strange Birds demonstrate dedication to the cause of protecting birds by “showing 
derermination, sharing the cause, and getting more involved.” The essay provides 
detailed examples from both passages along with an analysis of the characters’ 
dedication: “[Roy] is determind to stand up to a huge buissness infront of a ton of 
people, because [he] believes and is determind to do the right thing.” The essay is 
skillfully organized and well structured, with a clear and logical progression. The 
expression of ideas is rich, with the writing consistently conveying the characters’ 
dedication and the significance of their actions: “This quote shows the determination the 
four girls have to stop a local social group from wearing real life peacock feathers in 
their hats.” There is full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A 
The essay shows consistent control of standard English conventions relative to the 
length of the essay. The sentences are varied and complex, contributing to the overall 
readability and effectiveness of the writing: “This section of the passage demonstrates 
that the group is dedicated to getting more involved, even if it means going undercover.” 
Minor errors in spelling and mechanics do not interfere with meaning.  
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Idea Development—Score Point 5B 
The essay effectively explores how Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds 
demonstrate dedication to their respective causes “in different and simillar ways.” The 
central idea, that Roy and the girls “both wanted to stop a problem and needed a 
solution,” is insightful and fully developed. The selection and explanation of detailed 
evidence from both passages are skillful, as in this example: “According to ‘Hoot’ by 
Carl Hiaasen, ‘Instead he held up the newspaper and pointed to the torn page where 
the Mother Paula’s advertisement had been.’ This evidence shows that Roy choose to 
talk about the fact that owls are having their home taken away instead of a topic in the 
newspaper.” Organization is skillful, with a logical progression of ideas that outlines the 
differences in how the characters demonstrate dedication to a cause before discussing 
their similarities. The essay effectively conveys the characters’ dedication and the 
significance of their actions. There is full awareness of the task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B 
The essay shows consistent control of a variety of sentence structures. The sentences 
are varied, contributing to the overall readability and effectiveness of the essay. There is 
consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to the length and 
complexity of the essay, though there are instances of awkward phrasing, as in the 
following example: “This reasoning shows they tried to prevent people from using birds 
hats to prevent more harm.” There are minor spelling errors (e.g., "simillar" "awarness"), 
but they do not interfere with meaning. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 4 
The central idea of the essay is clear and well-developed. The essay effectively 
discusses how both Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds show dedication to the 
cause of protecting the birds, although they differ in that “Roy. . . is going to face the 
conflict in person while the girls . . . have a more organized plan to convince the Floras 
into stopping.” The selection and explanation of evidence are effective. The essay 
includes relevant quotations from both passages to support the discussion of the 
characters’ dedication. For example, “‘Excitedly Roy explained that the burrowing owls 
were protected by state and federal laws, and that it was illegal to harm the birds or 
disturb active burrows without getting special government permits.’ This quote also 
shows how Roy researched about the cause and how dedicated he is.” The 
organization is effective and follows a logical structure. There is a clear expression of 
ideas and full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C 
The essay demonstrates consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative 
to the length and complexity of the essay. There are a few minor errors in spelling and 
agreement; however, the essay shows consistent control of sentence structures: “Third, 
one of the girls, Ofelia, has the plan to go undercover.” Another example demonstrates 
similar control: “In Hoot, Roy also takes inspiration from famous people who made 
history.” The sentences are varied and well constructed, contributing to the overall 
effectiveness of the writing. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 
The central idea of the essay is moderately developed. The essay discusses how both 
Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds show dedication to the cause of saving 
animals, though the analysis of how they accomplish that is sometimes general: “This 
shows his dedication towards the problem with the pancake house.” Evidence from both 
passages is selected and explained appropriately but could be more specific: “Next, the 
girls show dedication when they try to find ideas how to stop the problem.” Despite 
some repetitive transitions between ideas, such as “Next,” and “This shows,” the essay 
follows a logical structure and demonstrates moderate organization. There is sufficient 
awareness of the task and mode.   

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3D 
The essay shows consistent control of standard English conventions. There are few 
errors and varied sentence structures are used: “Roy, who wants to help some owls, 
needs to stand up to the adults by himself.” Grammar, usage, and mechanics are 
consistently controlled relative to the length and complexity of the essay; minor 
misspellings (“endangernment,” “memebers”) do not interfere with meaning. 

 
 Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 2 
The central idea is present and somewhat developed in the essay: “In the passage 
‘Hoot’, by Carl Hiaasen, and ‘Strange Birds’ by Celia C. Perez, both characters 
demonstrate dedication to their cause by coming up with a smart plan.” The essay 
proceeds to discuss the dedication of the characters in both passages, but the selection 
of evidence is limited and explanations are brief:  “This shows exactly how determined 
Roy is to help the birds in need.” Organization is limited, with somewhat formulaic 
transitions between ideas (“Additionally,” “Adding on to this,”). The expression of ideas 
is basic, and the essay partially addresses the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2 
The essay shows mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to the length 
of the writing. The sentences are generally correct, though there is some repetition and 
awkward phrasing: “This peacock would severly help their cause and give the people a 
visual of how beatiful these creatures are, and how they do not deserve to be 
mistreated.” The essay demonstrates mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and 
mechanics relative to its length and complexity. A variety of errors are present but do 
not significantly interfere with overall meaning. 

 
 Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 
The central idea of the response is not developed. The response contains brief 
statements about how Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds demonstrate 
dedication to a cause, but these statements are not supported or developed. Evidence 
from the passages is insufficient: “In Strange Birds, they need to work together to stop 
the Floras from wearing hats that contain real peackcock feathers.” The ideas are poorly 
expressed, and the response is minimally organized. There is minimal awareness of the 
task and mode.  

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1 
The response contains relatively few errors but is too brief to demonstrate more than 
minimal control of standard English conventions.   

 
 Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 
The response is a restatement of the prompt but does not answer the question. The 
single sentence does not provide specific details or evidence to support an explanation 
of how Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds show dedication to a cause. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0 
The response is of insufficient length to demonstrate control of standard English 
conventions.  

 
 Back to Scoring Guides
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