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MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide
Grade 7 English Language Arts Practice Test

Question 13: Essay
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing

Standard: L.PK-12.1 — Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

Standard: L.PK-12.2 — Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Standard: L.PK-12.3 — Apply knowledge of language to understand how language
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Standard: \W.PK-12.2 — Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content.

Standard: \W.PK-12.4 — Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

This item can be found in the grade 7 practice test on the MCAS Resource Center.

Essay Prompt

For this question, you will write an essay based on the passages. The essay should be about four to five
paragraphs in length. Be sure to:

¢ Include a central idea.
e Use evidence from the passages to support the central idea.
e Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

Based on the passages, write an essay that compares how Roy in Hoot and the girls in
Strange Birds demonstrate dedication to a cause. Use evidence from both passages to
develop your essay.

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response describe
elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and Standard
English Conventions.


https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/practice-tests-ela/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.

Score*

Description

5A
5B

Central idea is insightful and fully developed

Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
Skillful and/or subtle organization

Rich expression of ideas

Full awareness of the task and mode

I

Central idea is clear and well-developed

Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
Effective organization

Clear expression of ideas

Full awareness of the task and mode

[$4)

Central idea is general and moderately developed

Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
Moderate organization

Adequate expression of ideas

Sufficient awareness of the task and mode

IN

Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed
Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details
Limited organization

Basic expression of ideas

Partial awareness of the task and mode

|=

Central idea is not developed

Insufficient evidence and/or details
Minimal organization

Poor expression of ideas

Minimal awareness of the task and mode

0

The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the
question or incorrectly responds to the question.

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response.

Score* Description
3A
3B e Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay
E e Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or
== length of essay
3D
e Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay
2 e Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity
and/or length of essay
e Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or
1 e Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or
insufficient length
0 e Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics

and/or insufficient length

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same
score (e.g., 5A and 5B).
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Idea Development—Score Point 5A

The essay is fully developed and effectively explains how Roy in Hoot and the girls in
Strange Birds demonstrate dedication to the cause of protecting birds by “showing
derermination, sharing the cause, and getting more involved.” The essay provides
detailed examples from both passages along with an analysis of the characters’
dedication: “[Roy] is determind to stand up to a huge buissness infront of a ton of
people, because [he] believes and is determind to do the right thing.” The essay is
skillfully organized and well structured, with a clear and logical progression. The
expression of ideas is rich, with the writing consistently conveying the characters’
dedication and the significance of their actions: “This quote shows the determination the
four girls have to stop a local social group from wearing real life peacock feathers in
their hats.” There is full awareness of the task and mode.

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A

The essay shows consistent control of standard English conventions relative to the
length of the essay. The sentences are varied and complex, contributing to the overall
readability and effectiveness of the writing: “This section of the passage demonstrates
that the group is dedicated to getting more involved, even if it means going undercover.”
Minor errors in spelling and mechanics do not interfere with meaning.
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Birds are incredibly important. They are a huge part of the circle of 1ife. In both Moot by Carl Hisasen omd
Strompe Dirgs by Celia C. Pérez making sure that birds are protected and not in denger is a very laroe part of
the passages. Both, Hoof by Carl Hiaasen and Stravge Birds by Celia C. Pérer, demonstrate dedication bo a
canse by showing dererrnination, sbaring the canse, and getting more involred.

It hoth oot by Carl Hiaasen, and Strange Birds by Celia C. Pérez, demonstrate dedication 1o 8 canse by
showing defermination In Hoot by Catl Hiazsen, the main character says tellang to his classmates and
teacher," 'So tomorrow at lunch,' Boy contimaed,' 'm going ot there to | wedl, just becawae T want the
Ifother Paula’™s people to know that somebody in Cocotut Cove cares about those bards.' " This cupte
demonstrates detertrination by Foy being deterruind ta stand vp for what he believes m. He 13 deterroind to
statid up to & bege hmssness infront of a ton of people, because is believes and iz deternaind {0 do the right
thing. [n, Svampe Birds by Celia . Perez, one of the train chatacters, Lane, says, " 'Bo, let' s ipare ot a way
10 convince pecple that it"s werong to kesp using the hat,' Lane said." This cuote shows the detetmomation the
four girls have ta stopa lacal social growg from westing real life peacaock feathers in their hats. The group is
detertrind to stop this from happering, so much so that they are ftying to fnd 2 way to provent is from
happening. Thiz all showes how both pazsages demmonstrale dedication 1o 2 cause by showing determination

In Hoaot by Carl Hiaasen, and Srampe Savds by Celia C. Péres, both pasceges detnonstrating dedication to a
cange ty sharing the canse with others. In Svavge Sivds by Celia C Pérez, the text sfates, ' "We can make
stickers,' Lane gaid. Tdoe strest artists da. Mo one would hawe to know who made them. ", "We pul a message
of thefn shd sHcks them up evarrahers,' Lang said. "To raise avrarensss abaut the feathered hat and the
mistreattoent of birds.' ™ This quote showrs that the girle wam share vt i happening with others, and try 1o
get help to prevent it It the quote they came up with the idea to put up stickets everywhers to raize
awarenees. Showing dedication 1o a cause. In the passage Saor by Carl Hiasgen, Roy demonstrates dedication
when he shares the probletn with the clage matez. It states, ™ 'Even when 1 found oot where they'te going to
bl it—that big emmpty 1ot at the cotoer of Woodbury and East Oricle—T didn’t see anything wrong with the
idea,' Boy said 'Then one day a friend of mine toak toe out there and showed me somathing that chenged my
roind totafly'.. T was an owl,' Roy went on, “about this tall ' " This quate shows bow Boy is trying to get other
to hielp and learn ahout what is happening. He is demonstrating dedication because he is trying bo ged people to
realize what is happening and try 1o make a stand.

In tioth paseapes, Foor ter Carl Hisgcen, and Stravga Sivds by Celia C. Perer, demonstrate dedication to a canse
by getting more involved In Strange Birds by Celia C. Pérer, the group gets more inrclhved by going
undercover. In the passages is =avs, * Hey, Cat,' Ofela =ad. "When do the Flores mest? 'Thursdsys st two,!
Cat said, Why? 'Because I'm going undercover,' Ofslia declred. She wrote the day and fime in ber
notehoole. " This section of the passage demonstrates that the group is dedicated to getling mors involeed, even
if that means going vndercoser. In the passage Soog by Car] Hisasen, Roy is falking to his class about what. is
happening to with the new pancake house, telling them about the owds. Foy sars, ' ' didn’t sec anything
wrong with the idea.. . Then one day a friend of fine tooks e ot there and showed me something that changed
my i totally It was an owd. . They're called “burrowing' owls becsuse they actusly Ive undororound. in
0ld holes moade by toriodses and armadilos. Turns oul that & cougple of owl fandlies hang out on that land at
Woodbury and East Oriole. They made thewr nests i the dens and that's where they raize their babies.' " This
showrs that Floy has gotten more dnrolved with what 13 going on, even reasched the barrowmg owls. Foy went
ta the land with o fiend to inrestigate what 13 bappening Demonstrating dedication to the canse,

Both passaees, Hoot by Cad Hisasen and Shremge Birgs by Celia ©. Pérez, demonsirate dedication to a cause by
showng derermitsation 1o help the animals m need, shating the canas vath others by makdng posters and
stickers, and also tallong to maty people shout what 13 happening, and gething more mvolved with the problem,
by tuly tring to figure out what 13 bappening,

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 5B

The essay effectively explores how Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds
demonstrate dedication to their respective causes “in different and simillar ways.” The
central idea, that Roy and the girls “both wanted to stop a problem and needed a
solution,” is insightful and fully developed. The selection and explanation of detailed
evidence from both passages are skillful, as in this example: “According to ‘Hoot’ by
Carl Hiaasen, ‘Instead he held up the newspaper and pointed to the torn page where
the Mother Paula’s advertisement had been.’ This evidence shows that Roy choose to
talk about the fact that owls are having their home taken away instead of a topic in the
newspaper.” Organization is skillful, with a logical progression of ideas that outlines the
differences in how the characters demonstrate dedication to a cause before discussing
their similarities. The essay effectively conveys the characters’ dedication and the
significance of their actions. There is full awareness of the task and mode.

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B

The essay shows consistent control of a variety of sentence structures. The sentences
are varied, contributing to the overall readability and effectiveness of the essay. There is
consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to the length and
complexity of the essay, though there are instances of awkward phrasing, as in the
following example: “This reasoning shows they tried to prevent people from using birds
hats to prevent more harm.” There are minor spelling errors (e.g., "simillar" "awarness"),
but they do not interfere with meaning.
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Roy and the girls in Strange birds both had a goal. They both wanted to stop a problem and needed a solution.
Roy was mostly on his own but the girls in Strange birds worked thoghether to solve their problem. They
solved their problem in different and simillar ways.

It all started one morning were Roy saw that in the back of his father's newspaper, Mother Paula was building
her pancake resturant over owls home. Foy knew it was wrong so he wanted to do something about it. One
way Foy tried to help the owls was by spreading awarness. According to "Hoot" by Carl Hisasen, "Instead he
held up the newspaper and pointed to the torn page where the Mother Paula's advertisement had been " This
evidence shows that Roy choose to talle about the fact that owls are having theit homes taken away instead of a
topic in the newspaper. Foy demonstrated his dedication to this cause by also explaning to the class that the
acts arent legal According to "Hoot" by Carl Hizasen, "Excitedly Roy explaned that the burrowing owls were
protected by state and federal laws. " This reasoning shows that Roy proved his statment and how harnming
birds or disturbing active burrow are illegal Roy also demonstrated dedication to the cause by arguing about it.
According to "Hoot" by Carl Hiaasen, "okay, [ know we're just talking about a few puny little owls, and [ know
everyhody is crazy about Mother Paula's pancakes, but what's happening out there iz just plain wrong " This
evidence proves that Foy tried to atleast fight for the birds by arguing about it and explaning to people that its
wrong to take away owls home.

The girls from Strange Birds had a problem and wanted to stop it. One way they tried to prevent this problem
was by spreading awarness. According to "Strange Birds" by Ceila C. Perez, "We put a message on them and
stick themn up everywhere To raise awarness about the feathered hat and the mistreatrnent of birds. " This
evidence shows that spreading awarness allowed more people to see this problem and possibly try to reduce it
while proving that they have dedication to this cause. Another way the girls in Strange Birds showed
detnonstration to this cause was by boycotting, According to "Strange Birds" by Ceila C. Perez, "They
organized boycotts and sent out flyers and are really the reason why the Migratory Bird Treaty Act even
exsts." This evidence shows that they showed dedication to this cause by spreading the news and awarness of
why this problem exist. The girls from Strange Bird showed dedication to this cause by preventing people from
hurting hirds. According to "Strange Birds" by Ceila C. Perez, "So, let's figure out a way to convince people
that it's wrong to keep using the hat " This reasoning shows they tried to prevent people from using birds hats
to prevent more harm.

Both Foy and the girls in Strange Birds showed dedication to their cause. Both of their problems were also
simillar since they were trying to prevent harrmn or loss of birds. One way they did this in a sirrallar way was by
spreading awarness or the message. Roy did this by expaling to his class that Mother Paula's pancakes were
also taking away the home of birds. The girls in Sirange Birds did this by making flyers and boycotting to
prevent harm, For example, According to "Hoot" by Carl Hisasen, "Then one day a freind of mine took me out
there and showed me sommething that changed my mind totally." This evidence shows that Roy explain the class
how Iother Paula's pancakes had a problem behind it and tried spreading the awarness to his class. The girls
in Strange Birds also spread awarness by trying to prevent people from wearing feathered hats or from harming
birds, According to "Strange Birds" by Celia C. Perez, "Why don't we do both?, stickers and a letter to the
editor." This evidence proves that they tried spreading awarness with stickers and letters to stop bird harm.

In conclusion, both Foy and the girls in Strange Birds demonstrated dedications to their canse and both tried
to spread awarness. They both did it for simillar causes in some different ways. In the end they were able to
spread awarness and prevent the problem from getting worse,

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 4

The central idea of the essay is clear and well-developed. The essay effectively
discusses how both Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds show dedication to the
cause of protecting the birds, although they differ in that “Roy. . . is going to face the
conflict in person while the girls . . . have a more organized plan to convince the Floras
into stopping.” The selection and explanation of evidence are effective. The essay
includes relevant quotations from both passages to support the discussion of the
characters’ dedication. For example, “Excitedly Roy explained that the burrowing owls
were protected by state and federal laws, and that it was illegal to harm the birds or
disturb active burrows without getting special government permits.” This quote also
shows how Roy researched about the cause and how dedicated he is.” The
organization is effective and follows a logical structure. There is a clear expression of
ideas and full awareness of the task and mode.

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C

The essay demonstrates consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative
to the length and complexity of the essay. There are a few minor errors in spelling and
agreement; however, the essay shows consistent control of sentence structures: “Third,
one of the girls, Ofelia, has the plan to go undercover.” Another example demonstrates
similar control: “In Hoot, Roy also takes inspiration from famous people who made
history.” The sentences are varied and well constructed, contributing to the overall
effectiveness of the writing.
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Although both the gitls in Strange Birds and Roy in Hoot demonstrates dedication to a cause they both
havre different plans to acompolish them, Roy in Foot i3 going to face the conflict in person while the gitls in
Stramge Birds have a more organized plan to convince the Floras into stopping,

Roy in Moot demonstrates his dedication to a cause by trying to convince others. In Roy's History class
the students have to bring a topic for a cutrents events discussion. Roy talked about the burrow owls the might
be lalled when making the pancake house to bring more attention to the conflict. This shows dedication
because as being the new kid it is hard to talk about a situation noone else has talked before while the girls in
Strange Birds are in a group making it easier to convince others. Another way Roy detnonstrates dedication is
how he is going to go to the pancake house in person to educate Mother Paula's people about the owls while in
Strange Birds the girls are not going directly to the conflict and finds a different way. Roy also claims how
what Mother Paula's people are doing is illegal. In paragraph 46 Mr Eyan, the history teacher, explains to Roy
how it is dangerous to make serious allegations but Eoy replies "Excitedly oy explained that the burrowing
owls were protected by state and federal laws, and that it was illegal to harm the birds or disturb active
butrows without getting special government permits. " This quote also shows how Roy researched about the
cause and how dedicated he is.

The gitls in Stramge Birds demonstrates dedication by making organized plans m a group to try and stop
the local social group, the Floras. While both Roy went straight to the source without a organized plan. The
girls hawe three plans to stop the Floras. First, iz to make stickers and flyers to bring more attention to the
cause like how Roy did in his history class but Roy made more of a presentation. Second, the girls plans to
write a letter to the editor of the Saba? Falms Sun, which is a newspaper, this shows the girls dedication and
how they are talang the tune to contact someone. Thurd, one of the girls, Ofelia, has the plan to go undercover.
She states that she needs more information for the letter. Then in paragraph 54 she remembers about Nellie Bly,
"She remermbered reading about Nellie Bly, a jourtialist who was farnous for going undercover to investigate
and expose abuses of mentally ill patients in 1357 "(paragraph 54) This quote shows how dedicated Ofela 1s and
how she 15 inspired. In Hoot, Roy also takes inspiration from famous people who made history. This shows
dedication and will to do sornething for the world even if it is something small

While both Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strampe Birds show lots of dedication to the cause by bringing
atiention to the conflict and by maling a plan they are also different in some ways. Roy might worl alone and
15 going to stand up directly to the people of Mother Paula and the mayor. In Strange Birds the girls are going
to tnake stickers and plans to get information for a letter they are writing to the editor of an article by going
undercover. This shows how both Foy and the girls demonstrates dedication they do it in two different ways
to accompolish their goals.

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 3

The central idea of the essay is moderately developed. The essay discusses how both
Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds show dedication to the cause of saving
animals, though the analysis of how they accomplish that is sometimes general: “This
shows his dedication towards the problem with the pancake house.” Evidence from both
passages is selected and explained appropriately but could be more specific: “Next, the
girls show dedication when they try to find ideas how to stop the problem.” Despite
some repetitive transitions between ideas, such as “Next,” and “This shows,” the essay
follows a logical structure and demonstrates moderate organization. There is sufficient
awareness of the task and mode.

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3D

The essay shows consistent control of standard English conventions. There are few
errors and varied sentence structures are used: “Roy, who wants to help some owls,
needs to stand up to the adults by himself.” Grammar, usage, and mechanics are
consistently controlled relative to the length and complexity of the essay; minor
misspellings (“endangernment,” “memebers”) do not interfere with meaning.

Wildlife endangertonent is a problem worldwide. In the stories, there are sorme kids who want to help with that.
Foy, who wants to help some owls, needs to stand up to the adulis by himself, A club of four girls, Lane,
Ofelia, Cat, and Aster, are helping the peacocks who are being plucked up for feather hats. Based on the
passages, Roy in Hoof and the girls in Strange Birds demonstrate dedication to a cause,

Roy demonstrates dedication to a cause. He detnonstrates it when he sees the newspaper story. For example,
"Foy could tell she felt sorry for hitm becauge of the news about the pancake house She thought the owls were
doomed, but oy wasn't ready to give up hope'(Hiaasen 18). As the text states, Roy was not ready to give

up the owls. This shows his dedication towards the problem with the pancake house, Next, He detnonstrates
dedication when he tells the class he is going to protest at the place. The text states, "'So tomorrow at lunch,'
Foy continued, 't going out there to. . . well, just because | want the Mother Paula's people to know that
somebody in Coconut Cove cares about those birds"(Hiaasen 50). This shows he is dedicated to the problem.
He iz willing to get out of school with a note from his parents just {o talk to Mother Paula about the owls, He
also specified it will be during lunch, which says he would give up his own lunch just to save the owls.

The girls demonstrate dedication to a cause, The girls show dedication when they do all the ceretnony stuff
they planned to be official memebers of the group. For example, "Oath sworn and space protected,' Lane
announced. "We are officialy a troop' . . . 'Vou made badges?' Ofelia asked, pinning hers to het backpack, 'This
feels so official'(Pérez 3,8). This shows that they are dedicated to the club. They even made their own badges
and swore an oath to protect the peacocks. Next, the girls show dedication when they i1y to find ideas how to
stop the problem. The text states, " “Hey, Cat,” Ofelia said. “When do the Floras meet? “Thursdays at two,”
Cat said, “Why?” “Because I'm going undercover,” Ofelia declared. She wrote the day and time in her
notebook'(Pérez 55-57). This shows Ofelia is extremely dedicated the the club. She is risking getting in trouble
just to find hidden information and stop the Floras acts.

In conclusion, Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds demonstrates dedication to a cause with their talent to
think about solutions to the problems they have,

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 2

The central idea is present and somewhat developed in the essay: “In the passage
‘Hoot’, by Carl Hiaasen, and ‘Strange Birds’ by Celia C. Perez, both characters
demonstrate dedication to their cause by coming up with a smart plan.” The essay
proceeds to discuss the dedication of the characters in both passages, but the selection
of evidence is limited and explanations are brief: “This shows exactly how determined
Roy is to help the birds in need.” Organization is limited, with somewhat formulaic
transitions between ideas (“Additionally,” “Adding on to this,”). The expression of ideas
is basic, and the essay partially addresses the task and mode.

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2

The essay shows mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to the length
of the writing. The sentences are generally correct, though there is some repetition and
awkward phrasing: “This peacock would severly help their cause and give the people a
visual of how beatiful these creatures are, and how they do not deserve to be
mistreated.” The essay demonstrates mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and
mechanics relative to its length and complexity. A variety of errors are present but do
not significantly interfere with overall meaning.

I the passage "Hoot", by Carl Hiaasen, and "Strange Birds" by Celia C. Perez, both characters demonstrate
dedication o their cause by coming up with a smart plan. In the first passage, Roy 15 malang the situation
knowr, and in the second passage, the girls are writing a letter to an editor and making poster stickers.

In "Hoot", Roy stated with determination, "So tommorow at lunch, I am going out their to.. well, just
because [ want the Mother Paula’s people to know that sotnebody in Coconut Cove cares about those birds"
(Hizasen 50). This shows exactly how determined Roy 15 to help the birds in need.

Additionaty, the group of girls in "Strange Birds" also demnonstrate dedication by orginizing ideas to stop the
Floras, from using peacock feathered hats. "Stickers and a letter to the editor” (Perez 49), This represents their
will to make a change because they strongly believe that using peacock feathers is harmful and cruel to
peacocks. Adding on to this, Lane created a huge poster of a peacock to help their statement. "Lane explained
how she drew and painted the peacock across a few newspaper spreads, cut out the irmage, then made wheat
paste to stick the bird to the wall" (Perez 17). This peacock would severly help their cause and give the people
a visual of how beatiful these creatures are, and how they do not deserve to be mistreated.

In conclusion, both kids frorn the passages demonstrated dedication to a cause by making big movemments
that would hopefullty malke a change.

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 1

The central idea of the response is not developed. The response contains brief
statements about how Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds demonstrate
dedication to a cause, but these statements are not supported or developed. Evidence
from the passages is insufficient: “In Strange Birds, they need to work together to stop
the Floras from wearing hats that contain real peackcock feathers.” The ideas are poorly
expressed, and the response is minimally organized. There is minimal awareness of the
task and mode.

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1
The response contains relatively few errors but is too brief to demonstrate more than
minimal control of standard English conventions.

In the stories Moot and Strange Birds demonstrate dedication to a cause. In Strange Bivds, they need to work
together to stop the Floras from wearing hats that contain real peackcock feathers. To male this more difficult,
they need to find a way to figure this out before the Whiss Floras contest starts. In Hoof there is a young boy
that finds out there 15 a new construction project for a restaurant that 15 putting owls i danger. When he 1s at
school, he informs his class so they can find a way to help save the owls,

Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 0

The response is a restatement of the prompt but does not answer the question. The
single sentence does not provide specific details or evidence to support an explanation
of how Roy in Hoot and the girls in Strange Birds show dedication to a cause.

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0
The response is of insufficient length to demonstrate control of standard English
conventions.

In both text they were both working hard to demonstarte dedication to a cause,

Back to Scoring Guides




	MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide Grade 7 English Language Arts Practice Test
	Question 13: Essay
	Essay Prompt
	Scoring Guide for Idea Development
	Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions
	Idea Development—Score Point 5A
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A
	Idea Development—Score Point 5B
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B
	Idea Development—Score Point 4
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C
	Idea Development—Score Point 3
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3D
	Idea Development—Score Point 2
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2
	Idea Development—Score Point 1
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1
	Idea Development—Score Point 0
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0



	5A
	5B
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	3A
	3B
	3C
	3D
	2
	1
	0

