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  MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide 
Grade 6 English Language Arts Practice Test 

Question 13: Essay 
Reporting Categories: Language and Writing 

Standard: L.PK-12.1 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
Standard: L.PK-12.2 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Standard: L.PK-12.3 – Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 
functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
Standard: W.PK-12.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 
complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
Standard: W.PK-12.4 – Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

This item can be found in the grade 6 practice test on the MCAS Resource Center. 

Essay Prompt  
For this question, you will write an essay based on the passage. The essay should be about four to five 
paragraphs in length. Be sure to: 

• Include a central idea. 
• Use evidence from the passage to support the central idea. 
• Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Based on The Boy Who Invented TV, write an essay that explains how people in Philo’s 
life supported his passion for working with technological devices. Use evidence 
from the passage to develop your essay. 

Continue to the following page to see the scoring guides for this question. Sample student 
responses begin on page 3. The annotations that appear above each sample response describe 
elements of the response that contributed to its score for Idea Development and Standard 
English Conventions. 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.1
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=L.PK-12.3
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.2
https://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/search/map.aspx?ST_CIS_CODE=W.PK-12.4
https://mcas.onlinehelp.cognia.org/practice-tests-ela/
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Scoring Guide for Idea Development 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 
Score* Description 

5A 
5B 

• Central idea is insightful and fully developed 
• Skillful selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Skillful and/or subtle organization 
• Rich expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

4 

• Central idea is clear and well-developed 
• Effective selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Effective organization 
• Clear expression of ideas 
• Full awareness of the task and mode 

3 

• Central idea is general and moderately developed 
• Appropriate selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Moderate organization 
• Adequate expression of ideas 
• Sufficient awareness of the task and mode 

2 

• Central idea may be present and is somewhat developed 
• Limited selection and explanation of evidence and/or details 
• Limited organization 
• Basic expression of ideas 
• Partial awareness of the task and mode 

1 

• Central idea is not developed 
• Insufficient evidence and/or details 
• Minimal organization 
• Poor expression of ideas 
• Minimal awareness of the task and mode 

0 • The response shows evidence the student has read the text, but does not address the 
question or incorrectly responds to the question. 

Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions 
Select a score point in the table below to view the sample student response. 

Score* Description 
3A 
3B 
3C 
3D 

• Consistent control of a variety of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

length of essay 

2 
• Mostly consistent control of sentence structures relative to length of essay 
• Mostly consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity 

and/or length of essay 

1 
• Little control and/or no variety in sentence structure and/or 
• Little control of grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to complexity and/or 

insufficient length 

0 • Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics 
and/or insufficient length 

*In both Scoring Guides, letters are used to distinguish between sample student responses that earned the same 
score (e.g., 5A and 5B). 
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Idea Development—Score Point 5A 
The essay provides an insightful and fully developed explanation of how people in 
Philo’s life supported his passion for working with technological devices. It is skillfully 
organized across multiple paragraphs with meaningful evidence about the people who 
helped Philo pursue his passion. The first body paragraph points out how investors 
trusted in Philo and provided financing for his model television: “He needed help with 
funding and he couldn’t have done it without outside help.” In addition, the second body 
paragraph states that Philo’s father and Mr. Tolman taught him about history and 
technological advancements, allowing Philo to “become far greater than he could 
imagine.” People also listened to Philo’s “endless ideas” and provided a “supporting 
audience” with whom he could share information. There is a rich expression of ideas 
and a full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A 
The essay demonstrates control of a variety of sentence structures, and quotations are 
correctly integrated: “The passage states, ‘He started tutoring Philo, coming in early and 
leaving late.’” Minor errors, such as “Philo had many idea that he needed was feedback 
on,” do not detract from meaning. Consistent control of standard English conventions is 
evident, relative to the length and complexity of the essay. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 5B 
The essay is a fully developed explanation of how people in Philo’s life supported his 
passion for working with technological devices. It is skillfully organized, and each body 
paragraph begins with a short, clear topic sentence that explains how a particular 
person helped Philo. The introduction and conclusion clearly express the main points of 
the essay. The quoted evidence about Pem, Mr. Tolman, and Philo’s dad is well-chosen 
and skillfully explained. For example, a quotation about Mr. Tolman tutoring Philo is 
followed by analysis: “This implies that Mr. Tolman supports Philo’s love for science and 
technology so he decides to help him so he can get even better at it.” The essay 
demonstrates a full awareness of the task and mode.   

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B 
The essay demonstrates consistent control of a variety of sentence structures and of 
grammar, usage, and mechanics. Punctuation is correct when citing text evidence, as in 
this example: “The text states, ‘Pem helped out.’” The length and complexity of the 
essay provides an opportunity to demonstrate control of grade-level standard English 
conventions. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 4 
The central idea of how people in Philo’s life supported his passion for working with 
technological devices is well developed in the essay. The essay is effectively organized 
with functional transitions, such as “Secondly” and “Las[t]ly,” and with a clear 
introduction and conclusion. The body paragraphs identify how certain people provided 
support to Philo and include well-chosen quotations. Explanations are effective in 
clarifying how the contributions of specific people helped advance Philo’s work: “You 
see with out their donation he couldn’t have built the first TV. He wouldn’t have learned 
from the power surge!” There is a full awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C 
The essay shows consistent control of a variety of sentence structures and is developed 
enough to show control of standard English conventions relative to its length and 
complexity. It contains some errors in spelling, punctuation, and usage, as seen in the 
last sentence: “All in all their are many great poeople who helped Philo build the TV but 
the 3 most important are, his Dad, Pem, and the unnamed Businessman.” 
Nevertheless, the overall meaning is clear. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 3 
The central idea of how people in Philo’s life supported his passion for working with 
technological devices is moderately developed in the essay. The body paragraphs focus 
on interactions with Philo’s father, Mr. Tolman, and Pem. Appropriate evidence is 
selected, but the explanation of how each person influenced Philo is general: “Mr. 
Tolman tries to his greatest ability to help Philo with his television idea, and takes extra 
time out of his day to tutor him.” The essay demonstrates an adequate expression of 
ideas and sufficient awareness of the task. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3D 
This essay shows control of a variety of sentence structures. The writing demonstrates 
consistent control of grammar, usage and mechanics, including italicizing the title of the 
passage, The Boy Who Invented TV, and using commas after the transition words 
“Firstly,” “Secondly,” “Finally,” and In conclusion.” Minor errors do not impact the overall 
meaning of the essay. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 2 
The central idea of how people in Philo’s life supported his passion for working with 
technological devices is somewhat developed in the essay. Philo’s teacher is 
recognized as being supportive, but the detail that he encouraged Philo to attend 
college is repeated several times, showing a basic expression of ideas. The essay also 
identifies Philo’s friend, Pem, as another person who supported his passion, but the 
explanation of how she helped is limited. For example, the essay states that Pem would 
“sometimes help build his technological ideas with him” but does not provide additional 
details such as how she helped, by learning to use a welder and making tube elements. 
The essay begins with an introductory paragraph but ends somewhat abruptly, 
revealing limited organization. There is a partial awareness of the task and mode. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2 
The essay demonstrates mostly consistent control of standard English conventions. The 
essay contains scattered instances of missing capitalization (philo), minor spelling 
errors (“collage” and “encuraged”), and missing commas (pam Gardener the girl who 
was next door to him), but they do not detract from meaning. 
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Idea Development—Score Point 1 
The response addresses how people in Philo’s life supported his passion for working 
with technological devices, but the central idea is minimally developed. The details 
about Philo’s father, his neighbors, and his parents are insufficiently explained. For 
example, the detail that “his dad took him to a train station at 3 years old” is not 
developed. Additionally, evidence showing that the train engineer explained how trains 
work and how this information impacted Philo is not provided. The response lacks 
transitions between ideas and shows minimal awareness of the task. With only four 
sentences in the response, it demonstrates minimal organization. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1 
There is little variety in sentence structure in the response. The response contains few 
errors, but the writing is not sufficiently developed or of sufficient length to show control 
of grammar, usage, and mechanics. It is too brief to demonstrate more than minimal 
control of standard English conventions. 

 
 Back to Scoring Guides
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Idea Development—Score Point 0 
The response references a boy and an invention, but it does not provide an explanation 
of how people in Philo’s life supported his passion for working with technological 
devices. 

Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0 
The response shows no evidence of control of sentence structure or standard English 
conventions. Capitalization and punctuation are missing, and it is insufficient in length. 

 
 Back to Scoring Guides


	MCAS Sample Student Work and Scoring Guide Grade 6 English Language Arts Practice Test
	Question 13: Essay
	Essay Prompt
	Scoring Guide for Idea Development
	Scoring Guide for Standard English Conventions
	Idea Development—Score Point 5A
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3A
	Idea Development—Score Point 5B
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3B
	Idea Development—Score Point 4
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3C
	Idea Development—Score Point 3
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 3D
	Idea Development—Score Point 2
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 2
	Idea Development—Score Point 1
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 1
	Idea Development—Score Point 0
	Standard English Conventions—Score Point 0




