
Transcript 
MCAS Early Release Data
June 9, 2026
 
The transcript was generated by Zoom and was reviewed by DESE’s Office of Student Assessment Services.  


1
00:00:08.610 --> 00:00:12.199
Jodie Zalk: We are pleased that you are here with us today.


2
00:00:13.850 --> 00:00:19.330
Jodie Zalk: My name is Jodie Zalk. I'm the Manager of Test Administration and Publications at DESE.


3
00:00:19.400 --> 00:00:25.730
Jodie Zalk: You'll be hearing from some of my colleagues from DESE, you'll hear from Julia and Sarah Jo.


4
00:00:25.750 --> 00:00:44.950
Jodie Zalk: We have a number of other folks who are with us as well, who will be able to answer questions that you have. We also have folks from our contractor, Cognia, with us in case questions come up, as well, and we want to also take a moment to thank them for handling the logistics for the session.


5
00:00:45.270 --> 00:00:49.900
Jodie Zalk: We also want to take a moment to thank you all for joining us.


6
00:00:55.240 --> 00:01:02.210
Jodie Zalk: You should have received the slides for the session already, by email from MCAS Events.


7
00:01:02.500 --> 00:01:07.620
Jodie Zalk: If you do not receive them, you will now see them in the chat and be able to grab those.


8
00:01:09.020 --> 00:01:22.740
Jodie Zalk: We also are, wanting to make sure that you have them, so we'll send them again to you after the session. We'll be posting them in the Resource Center. We'll also be posting the recording


9
00:01:22.740 --> 00:01:29.409
Jodie Zalk: If you don't see them in the chat right now, just ask us in the Q&A, and we'll make sure that you get the slides.


10
00:01:35.920 --> 00:01:38.229
Julia English: Good morning, I'm Julia.


11
00:01:38.850 --> 00:01:42.379
Julia English: And I'm going to be taking you through the first section.


12
00:01:42.520 --> 00:01:48.549
Julia English: Today's agenda will include an overview of the early release data.


13
00:01:48.720 --> 00:01:56.799
Julia English: How to use the item analysis templates, discrepancy reporting, and all of our other resources and support.


14
00:02:05.860 --> 00:02:10.290
Julia English: We will start with an overview of the early release data.


15
00:02:16.260 --> 00:02:24.990
Julia English: The early release files come in the form of .CSV data files, PDF student rosters, and released essay responses.


16
00:02:25.320 --> 00:02:33.479
Julia English: It is not yet official data, so it may include discrepancies that can be resolved, or may otherwise be incomplete.


17
00:02:34.370 --> 00:02:37.930
Julia English: Early release data,


18
00:02:41.240 --> 00:02:42.470
Julia English: Sorry about that.


19
00:02:49.300 --> 00:02:55.049
Julia English: Early release data should only be used for instructional planning and reporting data discrepancies.


20
00:02:55.310 --> 00:03:05.179
Julia English: During the embargo period, results may only be shared with staff within your school or district. Do not share results outside of your organization.


21
00:03:10.120 --> 00:03:13.280
Julia English: Here is our timeline for early release data.


22
00:03:14.210 --> 00:03:20.960
Julia English: We start with V1, which will include only selected response items on computer-based tests.


23
00:03:21.230 --> 00:03:24.569
Julia English: There will also only be raw score subtotals.


24
00:03:24.870 --> 00:03:33.620
Julia English: V2 data arrives in the summer and includes scores for all items for both computer-based tests and paper-based tests.


25
00:03:34.010 --> 00:03:38.700
Julia English: V2 will include scaled score and preliminary achievement levels.


26
00:03:39.480 --> 00:03:43.789
Julia English: Mid-August, we'll provide the preliminary MCAS data.


27
00:03:44.010 --> 00:03:52.919
Julia English: All student results are reported together. It includes scaled scores as well as achievement levels that factor in student test status.


28
00:03:53.530 --> 00:03:57.010
Julia English: This data is used for reporting discrepancies.


29
00:03:58.370 --> 00:04:08.169
Julia English: Finally, in September, you will receive official MCAS data, which is used for final reporting and integrates any changes from the discrepancy reports.


30
00:04:08.540 --> 00:04:13.279
Julia English: This data continues to be embargoed until the official release of data.


31
00:04:19.320 --> 00:04:27.020
Julia English: MCAS public release aligns with the September Board of Education meeting, which is typically the last Tuesday of September.


32
00:04:27.310 --> 00:04:36.129
Julia English: Until that release, all MCAS data are embargoed and should only be used for instructional planning and reporting data discrepancies.


33
00:04:36.500 --> 00:04:42.310
Julia English: Do not share embargo data with anyone outside of staff at your school or district.


34
00:04:48.850 --> 00:04:51.959
Julia English: We have two main locations for data.


35
00:04:52.740 --> 00:04:57.159
Julia English: V1 and V2 .CSVs, item result templates.


36
00:04:57.370 --> 00:05:03.040
Julia English: PDF rosters and essay reports can be found in the MCAS Portal.


37
00:05:03.640 --> 00:05:13.390
Julia English: Alternatively, item result templates, Item score summaries and preliminary MCAS .CSV files can be found in Dropbox Central.


38
00:05:20.650 --> 00:05:29.400
Julia English: What you will find in the portal are the early release files, which will include both .CSVs, rosters, and essay reports.


39
00:05:29.550 --> 00:05:34.549
Julia English: V1 and V2 data are released by grade and MCAS subject.


40
00:05:34.940 --> 00:05:42.320
Julia English: So, you will see an ELA grade 10 release, as well as a Grade 3 through 8 ELA release.


41
00:05:43.230 --> 00:05:51.560
Julia English: V1 differs from V2 that it only includes selected response for computer-based testers.


42
00:05:51.730 --> 00:05:59.820
Julia English: V2 will have additional information, such as scaled scores and preliminary achievement levels for all test takers.


43
00:06:05.480 --> 00:06:11.170
Julia English: For accessing data, navigate to the MCAS Portal and click on the reporting icon.


44
00:06:11.700 --> 00:06:19.900
Julia English: There are many selections, such as grade, administration, subject, and report, to choose to eventually download your data.


45
00:06:26.490 --> 00:06:36.720
Julia English: The resources tab within the reporting section of the MCAS Portal will provide you the item template and guide to early release data.


46
00:06:43.670 --> 00:06:47.509
Julia English: I'm now going to show you how to navigate through the MCAS Portal.


47
00:06:58.580 --> 00:07:06.759
Julia English: So here is the MCAS Portal. Here are the icons, and you want to choose the reporting icon.


48
00:07:08.430 --> 00:07:10.230
Julia English: I'll just log in for a second.


49
00:07:12.410 --> 00:07:15.000
Julia English: Agree to the data privacy agreement.


50
00:07:16.660 --> 00:07:18.210
Julia English: Here you will see


51
00:07:18.560 --> 00:07:29.829
Julia English: our MCAS data, and then this report selection will give you all of the data reports that are available. So, you see the individual student report.


52
00:07:29.980 --> 00:07:33.429
Julia English: early release data files, which are your .CSVs.


53
00:07:33.730 --> 00:07:38.400
Julia English: your early release rosters, and your early essay PDF.


54
00:07:38.820 --> 00:07:42.280
Julia English: So, let's choose our early release data files.


55
00:07:43.059 --> 00:07:45.070
Julia English: We're in the correct year.


56
00:07:45.179 --> 00:07:50.060
Julia English: This is our spring administration. Let's say I want to choose grade 10.


57
00:07:50.820 --> 00:07:53.770
Julia English: look at V1 ELA results.


58
00:07:54.850 --> 00:07:57.110
Julia English: Let's take a look at Abington.


59
00:07:57.460 --> 00:08:02.820
Julia English: Click your school that you want to look at, and you can then download results.


60
00:08:04.900 --> 00:08:09.439
Julia English: You can also click on your Resources tab.


61
00:08:10.330 --> 00:08:15.310
Julia English: Which will then show you your available item analysis templates.


62
00:08:16.220 --> 00:08:21.440
Julia English: as well as your MCAS Early Release Information PDF.


63
00:08:30.750 --> 00:08:36.979
Julia English: So now we'll take a little bit of time to answer any questions.


64
00:08:37.230 --> 00:08:39.320
Julia English: Chat that we have so far.


65
00:08:41.860 --> 00:08:47.279
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I'm just seeing some questions about scheduling. Sadeq, are you still on the call?


66
00:08:47.980 --> 00:08:48.970
Sadeq Sohrabie: I'm here.


67
00:08:51.310 --> 00:08:55.909
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Wonderful, I'm going to go ahead and let you take those questions. So


68
00:08:56.270 --> 00:09:07.440
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: We have a question about the estimate of the date in summer when V2 will be available. There's a question about when Math V1 will be released, and 


69
00:09:07.590 --> 00:09:15.489
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Someone also asked about, when we'll be releasing a schedule, with data release dates.


70
00:09:16.890 --> 00:09:27.389
Sadeq Sohrabie: We are hoping we can release the schedule, in the next week, or next 10 days. We are drafting it, so we will release it. If you guys can stay tuned.


71
00:09:27.530 --> 00:09:31.189
Sadeq Sohrabie: We will announce the schedule via SAS update.


72
00:09:37.350 --> 00:09:41.129
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Julia, there's now a question about,


73
00:09:41.580 --> 00:09:46.690
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: when they download the data, it isn't formatted correctly. Is this an easy fix?


74
00:09:48.700 --> 00:10:02.569
Julia English: Yes, so you can easily fix your columns. I'm assuming you're talking about the .CSV data and your school data. Perhaps your grades are missing that, zero, or


75
00:10:02.660 --> 00:10:17.299
Julia English: your school and district codes are missing those zeros. You can easily fix those by formatting your data, to add back in those zeros.


76
00:10:17.510 --> 00:10:19.890
Julia English: If need be.


77
00:10:28.520 --> 00:10:30.870
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay, that's it for questions right now.


78
00:10:31.660 --> 00:10:34.779
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I think I will go ahead and take over the slides.


79
00:10:39.120 --> 00:10:47.429
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay, good morning, everyone. I am going to be talking about the item analysis templates that DESE provides.


80
00:10:50.320 --> 00:10:55.920
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: You'll be able to find item-level data in Dropbox Central.


81
00:10:56.070 --> 00:10:58.820
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: This includes item result templates.


82
00:10:58.940 --> 00:11:04.069
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Something new this year that we'll talk about in a little bit, which is item score summaries.


83
00:11:04.420 --> 00:11:09.159
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Similar to how we release data in the MCAS Portal,


84
00:11:09.440 --> 00:11:18.310
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: This data will also be separated by school and district and staggered, by grade span and MCAS subject when those releases are available.


85
00:11:19.340 --> 00:11:26.929
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Again, similarly, only computer-based testers are included in the V1 results.


86
00:11:27.030 --> 00:11:29.899
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: For selected response items.


87
00:11:30.350 --> 00:11:36.669
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Whereas V2 includes results for all MCAS items and all MCAS test takers.


88
00:11:41.400 --> 00:11:56.130
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I'm going to do a similar demonstration where I will walk you through how to download, these files from Dropbox Central. We've included detailed notes here for folks when they are referencing the slides, after the webinar.


89
00:12:00.480 --> 00:12:11.509
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: We're also going to be showing you one of the item analysis templates, but this is sort of a guided description of what each of the sheets within


90
00:12:11.710 --> 00:12:13.540
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The item template does.


91
00:12:13.660 --> 00:12:28.160
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I'm going to highlight, that there are, multiple sheets of data, that we'll go through in a second for, item-level data and also reporting category data.


92
00:12:28.670 --> 00:12:39.729
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And then there's 3 informational sheets, so one for reporting categories, which provides information on recording categories by grade span and subject.


93
00:12:40.170 --> 00:12:53.009
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: a file layout, which provides, information on, data available in the early release .CSV files that are, downloadable from the MCAS Portal.


94
00:12:53.830 --> 00:13:00.299
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: a sheet with resources that has links to released item information and scoring rubrics for essays.


95
00:13:02.640 --> 00:13:12.380
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So now I'm going to show you a demonstration of the item analysis template. We're going to use an example of the 3 through 8 ELA V1.


96
00:13:13.170 --> 00:13:22.540
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And we'll walk through how to copy and paste, Excuse me.


97
00:13:22.720 --> 00:13:26.440
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: From the item analysis, summaries.


98
00:13:33.660 --> 00:13:36.830
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay, so first I'm just going to walk through the template.


99
00:13:37.440 --> 00:13:42.040
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And I can show you where you can find those really quickly, so I'm going to take over the share screen.


100
00:13:44.660 --> 00:13:45.570
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Wonderful.


101
00:13:46.160 --> 00:13:55.340
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, when you are logged in to the, DESE security portal, you'll go to Dropbox Central,


102
00:13:55.480 --> 00:13:57.680
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I'm going to do MCAS data


103
00:14:02.320 --> 00:14:07.259
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And you'll pick whether you're downloading for a school or district, what kind of program you are.


104
00:14:07.440 --> 00:14:11.510
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I used to work for the Somerville Public Schools, so I'm going to


105
00:14:11.690 --> 00:14:14.070
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Type one of their schools in.


106
00:14:16.470 --> 00:14:21.999
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And then what you'll see here is the item analysis.

107
00:14:22.130 --> 00:14:28.100
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Data, as well as the template. So, you can just click, and it'll begin to download.


108
00:14:28.730 --> 00:14:33.430
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, the item analysis template looks like this.


109
00:14:34.000 --> 00:14:37.390
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, you can see,


110
00:14:37.580 --> 00:14:46.249
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: that we have, a different sheet for each grade. So, within the sheet, you'll see the item number.


111
00:14:46.510 --> 00:14:55.040
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: its corresponding reporting category and the curriculum standard that it aligns to.


112
00:14:55.530 --> 00:15:03.650
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Whether the item for ELA is a selected response or essay item, A description of the item.


113
00:15:04.190 --> 00:15:08.050
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The maximum number of points a student can earn for the item.


114
00:15:08.730 --> 00:15:16.240
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: two columns that have school and district average points, where you're going to be pasting data.


115
00:15:18.000 --> 00:15:21.519
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: State average points that have been pre-populated for you.


116
00:15:21.630 --> 00:15:27.790
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And then a series of columns that will be calculated when you paste in your school and district data.


117
00:15:28.990 --> 00:15:35.419
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: You'll also see a graph at the bottom that'll again be populated completely when you paste your school and district data.


118
00:15:35.660 --> 00:15:38.250
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: There's one for each grade level.


119
00:15:38.780 --> 00:15:42.510
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And then you can come to the reporting category.


120
00:15:42.630 --> 00:15:54.520
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: data sheet, which collapses all grades together. Again, you'll be pasting. I've pre-populated this one for grades 4 through 8, but we'll walk through how to do grade 3 in a little bit.


121
00:15:55.350 --> 00:16:00.540
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: we also have reporting categories information.


122
00:16:00.750 --> 00:16:10.630
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, for example, in ELA, reporting category one is language, 2 is reading, and 3 is writing, and we have this for all subjects and grade spans.


123
00:16:11.500 --> 00:16:21.189
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And then here's that file layout I mentioned. So, the .CSV data that you get for schools and districts has information


124
00:16:21.560 --> 00:16:29.020
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: on the column Letter, as well as the,


125
00:16:29.280 --> 00:16:33.379
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: variable number if you are using a different kind of system besides Excel.


126
00:16:33.740 --> 00:16:38.019
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And gives information about what that column entails.


127
00:16:39.990 --> 00:16:40.650
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay.


128
00:16:40.790 --> 00:16:44.199
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Julia, can you share the slides again, please?


129
00:17:21.590 --> 00:17:23.060
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay, I have them.


130
00:17:23.380 --> 00:17:32.539
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So new for 2026 is that instead of having schools and districts, do their own, aggregating.


131
00:17:32.670 --> 00:17:45.879
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Meaning creating averages of items. Dese is providing these this year. So, we are providing item averages for schools and districts, which are pre-populated to copy and paste into the item templates.


132
00:17:46.280 --> 00:17:49.050
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, we'll walk through what one of these looks like.


133
00:17:49.800 --> 00:17:56.390
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: But we provide different filters, to make it easier to copy and paste into those templates.


134
00:17:59.870 --> 00:18:04.299
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, now we'll go ahead and walk through what that looks like.


135
00:18:05.780 --> 00:18:12.569
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And it really allows us to answer questions, such as, how are students in my school compared to students across the state?


136
00:18:12.830 --> 00:18:16.840
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And comparing school performance to district performance.


137
00:18:17.090 --> 00:18:24.550
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And look for any highlights of particular items where students are performing better or worse than the state or district averages.


138
00:18:25.010 --> 00:18:31.560
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Similarly, it allows us to look at reporting categories, and standards associated with those items.


139
00:18:38.190 --> 00:18:39.070
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay.


140
00:18:42.870 --> 00:18:49.450
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, when you download an item analysis, aggregation, which again.


141
00:18:49.810 --> 00:18:54.300
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: This would be this item analysis file right here.


142
00:18:55.110 --> 00:18:59.760
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I have an Example school file downloaded


143
00:19:00.860 --> 00:19:04.670
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: with made-up data, in essence.


144
00:19:04.790 --> 00:19:13.800
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: You'll see that, there is your district code, your school code, the type of


145
00:19:14.070 --> 00:19:19.279
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Analysis you want to be doing, which is item or reporting category.


146
00:19:19.650 --> 00:19:25.779
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The level of analysis, which is district or school, and then there is,


147
00:19:26.270 --> 00:19:32.380
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The item names, as well as 3 data points for every grade.


148
00:19:32.590 --> 00:19:35.420
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, the number of included students.


149
00:19:35.700 --> 00:19:46.879
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The number of students who, did not respond to an item, so they, didn't get an item incorrect because they didn't answer it, so they're not included in this average.


150
00:19:47.170 --> 00:19:51.129
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, this is the average number of points that was earned for the school.


151
00:19:51.400 --> 00:19:53.050
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Or our district, in this case.


152
00:19:53.450 --> 00:19:59.559
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, in order to do the, to fill in the templates, you want to filter your data.


153
00:20:00.930 --> 00:20:04.649
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: We're going to select school level first.


154
00:20:06.510 --> 00:20:08.930
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And we're going to select item.


155
00:20:11.490 --> 00:20:15.869
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: You'll notice something a little tricky here, and that's because in 3 through 8,


156
00:20:16.070 --> 00:20:20.570
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Grade 5 has a slightly different,


157
00:20:22.030 --> 00:20:33.409
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Template, so what we call an item map than other grades. So, we just want to be careful about making sure that the items we're copying and pasting from align.


158
00:20:33.620 --> 00:20:39.339
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I'm going to go ahead and bring up my template and go to Grade 3.


159
00:20:41.810 --> 00:20:43.150
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: One more, please.


160
00:20:47.960 --> 00:20:48.650
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: There we go.


161
00:20:50.520 --> 00:20:51.220
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay.


162
00:20:52.950 --> 00:20:58.719
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And I can see here that I can go all the way to item 12.


163
00:20:59.980 --> 00:21:06.440
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, paste, I will go ahead and copy to item 11.


164
00:21:09.410 --> 00:21:11.300
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I like to use CTRL-C.
165
00:21:16.540 --> 00:21:22.930
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And I like to do a special paste, so I do CTRL-Alt-V,


166
00:21:23.240 --> 00:21:25.809
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And that allows me to just paste the values.


167
00:21:29.480 --> 00:21:32.239
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I'll go to number 12.


168
00:21:32.400 --> 00:21:38.330
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And I can go down to just the top of 31. Grades 3 and 4,


169
00:21:39.880 --> 00:21:42.939
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Have a constructed response at the end.


170
00:21:43.470 --> 00:21:44.290
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay.


171
00:21:45.270 --> 00:21:50.610
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And then to paste my district data what I'm going to do


172
00:21:50.980 --> 00:21:53.389
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Is keep it at item level.


173
00:21:53.880 --> 00:21:55.779
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: But I will go to District.


174
00:21:57.010 --> 00:22:01.079
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And similarly, for grade 3, we will copy and paste.


175
00:22:14.380 --> 00:22:20.449
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay, so you'll notice, now that all of the fields to the right have populated.


176
00:22:20.650 --> 00:22:28.459
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: responses for essays and constructed response items will be available in V2.


177
00:22:28.690 --> 00:22:35.489
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So those are blank currently, and you can start to see some of the school and state differences here.


178
00:22:35.690 --> 00:22:44.560
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I might look at items that have large negative numbers indicating that the school performed lower than the state average.


179
00:22:44.660 --> 00:22:50.160
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Or large positives, to see, especially, like, this item here.


180
00:22:50.660 --> 00:22:56.689
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Another interesting way to look at it is the graph below.


181
00:22:58.190 --> 00:23:05.469
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: We have a default color scheme here set up, but if you, want to change the colors, you can do that yourself, too.


182
00:23:05.720 --> 00:23:08.369
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: By going to Chart Design.


183
00:23:08.710 --> 00:23:13.349
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And you can go ahead and change the colors if you'd like them to have


184
00:23:13.670 --> 00:23:16.889
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: More of a color contrast.


185
00:23:17.330 --> 00:23:24.659
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I might look and see here that the state percent possible for item 5 is,


186
00:23:25.350 --> 00:23:30.429
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Quite a bit lower than the school and the district, percent possible.


187
00:23:30.550 --> 00:23:35.820
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I can start seeing some of those larger gaps, and then I might go up to item 5 and say,


188
00:23:36.010 --> 00:23:40.760
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay, this is reading Standard 4


189
00:23:40.950 --> 00:23:49.000
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: distinguishing between literal and figurative languages, and I might, look back and see, how we cover that in my school.


190
00:23:50.020 --> 00:23:55.039
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: You're also going to want to go to the reporting category page so you can paste that data.


191
00:23:55.870 --> 00:24:01.330
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And I've done every grade a set for 3 for this demonstration purpose.


192
00:24:01.600 --> 00:24:05.079
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So now I'm going to go back to my item analysis template.


193
00:24:05.700 --> 00:24:12.029
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: This time, I'm going to select Reporting Category, and we'll select school first.


194
00:24:13.640 --> 00:24:16.179
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And then I can just copy and paste.


195
00:24:16.930 --> 00:24:17.870
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: that.


196
00:24:27.290 --> 00:24:28.850
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And district


197
00:24:37.640 --> 00:24:41.780
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Then if you go to the right, similarly, you can see


198
00:24:42.420 --> 00:24:45.520
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Particularly, Was this grade 7?


199
00:24:45.890 --> 00:24:51.970
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Grade 7 is doing higher than the state average for both language and reading right now.


200
00:24:55.320 --> 00:24:59.319
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I'm going to stop my share, Julia, if you can take over the slides again.


201
00:25:08.650 --> 00:25:11.410
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And we can go ahead and look at the Q&A.


202
00:25:15.080 --> 00:25:18.150
Julia English: I think we just have, oh, we have a couple more now.


203
00:25:21.890 --> 00:25:30.590
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The color bar for plus and minus, let me answer this. The color bar for plus and minus will show up once you paste the school data.


204
00:25:31.130 --> 00:25:39.699
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, it isn't available yet, it's like a formula that has to be determined. So, when you paste the school and district data in, it will auto-generate.


205
00:25:45.770 --> 00:25:51.089
Julia English: And then we have a question for, if you want to compare multiple schools as well.


206
00:25:52.320 --> 00:25:58.210
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I did see that one, too. Karen, that's a great question. So, I will say what is helpful is that


207
00:25:58.500 --> 00:26:08.339
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: We, in the district file that you get, you'll have every school represented, so at least you'll have the data all in one file, to copy and paste.


208
00:26:08.560 --> 00:26:18.400
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Unfortunately, it is one school at a time comparison, so you would have to create, if you wanted specific information, to be available.


209
00:26:18.760 --> 00:26:35.390
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: With the graphs, you would have to create multiple templates, one for each school. However, if you have someone who's more savvy at Excel in your district and want to play around with the data, it's all available in one file now, so that's kind of nice.


210
00:26:35.540 --> 00:26:41.660
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: but yes, the templates are really intended for the school level.


211
00:26:45.590 --> 00:26:51.850
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And I can see our manager, Sadeq, is answering, Mary's question in the chat, so I'm going to


212
00:26:52.340 --> 00:26:58.239
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: go ahead and give it back to you, Julia, to do the next part of the presentation.


213
00:27:04.420 --> 00:27:05.360
Julia English: Alright.


214
00:27:09.300 --> 00:27:19.780
Julia English: So, I'm going to take you through our discrepancy reporting process. Discrepancy reporting is a major aspect of reviewing early release data.


215
00:27:23.790 --> 00:27:32.589
Julia English: Use V1 and V2 to identify any missing tests and report any instances to the MCAS Service Center.

216
00:27:33.040 --> 00:27:46.989
Julia English: If any demographics are incorrect, and that would include any student names, please get in touch with your SIMS conduct to resolve that discrepancy by the end of the year for June SIMS reporting.


217
00:27:47.330 --> 00:27:52.389
Julia English: If you don't know your contact, you can find them on our people search page, provided here.


218
00:27:54.040 --> 00:28:01.869
Julia English: Any test accommodation or student participation discrepancy can be saved for the August discrepancy period.


219
00:28:02.610 --> 00:28:04.290
Julia English: As an important note.


220
00:28:04.850 --> 00:28:14.049
Julia English: No changes can be made in the MCAS Portal. Discrepancies cannot be resolved without one of the avenues provided here.


221
00:28:20.730 --> 00:28:24.649
Julia English: This is an example of a V1 PDF roster.


222
00:28:24.880 --> 00:28:39.509
Julia English: You would check for any missing students but also check your voids. If any student's test has been mistakenly voided during administration, and you can notice that here on the last column.


223
00:28:40.090 --> 00:28:43.049
Julia English: Please reach out to your MCAS Service Center.


224
00:28:48.140 --> 00:28:55.889
Julia English: The early August discrepancy period. We'll use the preliminary MCAS data found in Dropbox Central.


225
00:28:56.440 --> 00:29:02.280
Julia English: Also in Dropbox, you will find your password for the data discrepancy tool.


226
00:29:08.770 --> 00:29:21.280
Julia English: In the discrepancy tool, you can report any discrepancies related to SASIDs, accommodations, Participation status, and duplicates.


227
00:29:21.800 --> 00:29:26.540
Julia English: We will provide a data discrepancy user guide for more information.


228
00:29:32.010 --> 00:29:36.640
Julia English: We'll move into our next Q&A check-in.


229
00:29:48.700 --> 00:29:54.679
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I am seeing some questions, let's start with,





230
00:29:55.020 --> 00:30:01.830
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: One that is asking, if we reported a test irregularity during live testing, when will we know


231
00:30:02.380 --> 00:30:06.229
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The results slash if tests were invalidated.


232
00:30:07.230 --> 00:30:13.239
Julia English: So, yeah, part of that is the not-tested code that you will find in early release data.


233
00:30:13.550 --> 00:30:16.869
Julia English: So that will provide some indication.


234
00:30:16.990 --> 00:30:21.869
Julia English: And then in the preliminary


235
00:30:22.360 --> 00:30:30.240
Julia English: MCAS data, you will also see some missing data, because their data won't be reported.


236
00:30:37.050 --> 00:30:38.959
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay, and then,


237
00:30:39.410 --> 00:30:45.639
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Oh, there's are a couple answers from questions from the last section, so,


238
00:30:46.090 --> 00:30:48.079
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: There's a question on 


239
00:30:48.600 --> 00:30:57.980
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: if there's a step-by-step guide on how to filter and add this information to our files, and yes, there is. It's actually on the MCAS Portal.


240
00:30:58.210 --> 00:31:04.489
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, in that resource section, there is a,


241
00:31:04.700 --> 00:31:13.389
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: early release information, and it has a step-by-step instruction on how to fill-in item analysis template, yes.


242
00:31:17.250 --> 00:31:24.750
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And then there's a question about separate communication being sent to principals and superintendents.


243
00:31:25.070 --> 00:31:27.120
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Regarding this data.


244
00:31:29.080 --> 00:31:34.020
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: From my understanding, all information is being sent out through the student assessment portal.


245
00:31:34.140 --> 00:31:41.800
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: and excuse me, the student assessment data updates, SAS.


246
00:31:43.750 --> 00:31:55.170
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: updates, that folks get. And then again, there's that information that is available in the MCAS Portal, with information on how to use the templates.


247
00:31:57.850 --> 00:31:58.590
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay.


248
00:31:58.980 --> 00:32:00.959
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I think that's all the questions for now.


249
00:32:06.600 --> 00:32:10.120
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I will go ahead and do the next section.


250
00:32:10.950 --> 00:32:15.289
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, to wrap up the,


251
00:32:16.710 --> 00:32:22.229
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: webinar, we just want to share a few more resources and support that are available to everyone.


252
00:32:27.150 --> 00:32:34.170
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, there are some helpful links. So, there's the MCAS Resource Center, which will also,


253
00:32:35.070 --> 00:32:37.740
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Provide recordings of previous trainings.


254
00:32:38.500 --> 00:32:42.830
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: the MCAS Portal, portal guide, and user guide.


255
00:32:44.220 --> 00:32:48.779
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: There's a link for released item information and student work.


256
00:32:49.000 --> 00:32:54.259
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: A link to the page where all student assessment updates are posted.


257
00:32:54.550 --> 00:32:59.239
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: As well as a link to subscribe to the Student Assessment Updates if you haven't yet.


258
00:33:00.030 --> 00:33:05.870
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And there's also a link for discrepancy reporting, which, as Julia mentioned, will be in early August.


259
00:33:12.810 --> 00:33:16.930
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: You, of course, can always contact us.


260
00:33:17.060 --> 00:33:20.759
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, there is email and phone support available.


261
00:33:20.949 --> 00:33:29.620
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: For questions on logistics and using the discrepancy reporting tool, you can search on the web with,


262
00:33:30.080 --> 00:33:31.819
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: MCAS Online Help.


263
00:33:32.020 --> 00:33:33.300
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: at Cognia.


264
00:33:33.570 --> 00:33:41.329
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And email the mcas@cognia.org. There's also a phone number available in a live chat.


265
00:33:42.730 --> 00:33:49.309
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: For policy-related questions, or if you have questions about the item analysis template.


266
00:33:49.659 --> 00:33:57.009
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Please email mcas@mass.gov, and, your email will find me, and I will respond to you.


267
00:33:58.659 --> 00:33:59.730
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Okay.


268
00:34:03.440 --> 00:34:12.190
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And this is basically just saying thank you all so much. Please do reach out with further questions, we're always happy to help.


269
00:34:12.540 --> 00:34:18.340
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: You should be receiving responses to the Q&A in a week or two.


270
00:34:18.630 --> 00:34:33.800
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And you already have the V1 for ELA grades 10 and 3 through 8 in your drop boxes. So please feel free to email mcas@mass.gov if you have any issues as you are investigating trends in your data.



