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1
00:00:11.849 --> 00:00:29.959
Jodie Zalk: My name is Jodie Zalk, I'm the Manager of Test Administration and Publications at DESE, and I'm joined by a number of my colleagues you're going to hear this morning from our Deputy Commissioner, Rob Curtin. You'll also hear from Julia English, as well as Sarah Jo Torgrimson.


2
00:00:30.119 --> 00:00:47.959
Jodie Zalk: And we have a number of folks here at DESE who are here to answer your questions, and we also want to, as we're welcoming folks, thank our testing contractor for setting up the logistics of this session. We also want to thank you all for taking the time to be with us this morning.


3
00:00:48.999 --> 00:00:57.149
Jodie Zalk: And before we jump into the content for today's session, we wanted to just go over the logistics to make sure


4
00:00:57.349 --> 00:01:12.518
Jodie Zalk: that you understand how to get the answers to your questions that you may have today. We're using the Q&A feature on Zoom. If you have the same question as someone else, you can use the thumbs up icon to upvote that.


5
00:01:12.559 --> 00:01:19.589
Jodie Zalk: If you have any very specific questions, you'll be able to email us instead of asking them aloud here.


6
00:01:20.119 --> 00:01:32.839
Jodie Zalk: For accessibility, for folks who need closed captioning, that's available for folks who need that, and you can also see the interpreting team for folks who need ASL, the sessions being interpreted into ASL.


7
00:01:33.089 --> 00:01:37.778
Jodie Zalk: We also want to let you know that DESE does not authorize


8
00:01:37.929 --> 00:01:44.019
Jodie Zalk: attendees to record or use AI transcription tools, so thank you for taking note of that.


9
00:01:45.299 --> 00:01:52.629
Jodie Zalk: And the slides for today's session, those were emailed in advance. Those were sent from MCAS events at Cognia.


10
00:01:52.949 --> 00:02:01.258
Jodie Zalk: We're now posting them in the chat for you. We hope that you're able to access them. If you still need them, please ask us in the Q&A.


11
00:02:01.509 --> 00:02:11.358
Jodie Zalk: And then after the session, we'll be sending the slides again out to the participants, and we'll be posting them in the MCAS Resource Center along with the recording.


12
00:02:13.269 --> 00:02:28.308
[bookmark: _Int_uu3alMFx]Jodie Zalk: So today's session, we are excited to present information on growth to standard. We're going to share a little bit on the background and motivation behind this new reporting metric, give you an overview of what is Growth to Standard.


13
00:02:28.359 --> 00:02:38.519
Jodie Zalk: And then we'll shift gears a little bit and talk about using the metric for continuous improvement, as well as data delivery for schools and districts.


14
00:02:38.849 --> 00:02:43.399
[bookmark: _Int_K0wFpN3M]Jodie Zalk: So with that, I'm going to turn this over now to Rob Curtin.


15
00:03:10.499 --> 00:03:30.149
Student Assessment Services: There we go. All right, good morning, everybody. I hope everybody is well and thank you for taking the time to join this morning. So, I'm here for those that don't know me, my name is Rob Curtin, I'm one of the two Deputy Commissioners here at the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.


16
00:03:31.019 --> 00:03:53.869
[bookmark: _Int_cYsNUCwQ]Student Assessment Services: And my job this morning is to just sort of kick this off, before handing it over, to people to give you sort of the real details and about how, what, about how growth the standard works. And basically what I wanted to talk about was the motivation, for exploring the use of this statistic, within DESE here.


17
00:03:54.019 --> 00:03:55.669
Student Assessment Services: So,


18
00:03:56.419 --> 00:04:11.798
Student Assessment Services: I'm sure many of you are familiar with our current growth statistic, which is the student growth percentile. This metric provides context on how students are doing relative to their academic peers statewide. So.


19
00:04:11.799 --> 00:04:17.879
Student Assessment Services: Just to give you a little bit of example, and I know this is probably known to everybody on this call.


20
00:04:17.879 --> 00:04:26.858
Student Assessment Services: But the SGP is reported in a number of between 1 and 99, and as an example here.


21
00:04:27.209 --> 00:04:40.839
Student Assessment Services: We've just used an example of a student that has a math SGP of 30. And what that means is that student grew as much or more than 30% of their academic peers.


22
00:04:40.839 --> 00:04:48.039
Student Assessment Services: And you'll see on the left, we generally think about our current SGP model in terms of 5 buckets.




23
00:04:48.039 --> 00:05:06.929
Student Assessment Services: That are divided up equally in five, levels, and you'll see ranging from very low to very high. So, this student that had an SGP of 30, is categorized as showing low growth, because 70% of their academic peers grew more in their math skills.


24
00:05:06.959 --> 00:05:21.539
Student Assessment Services: Okay? And you'll, all of our students that receive an SGP, they can be used at the individual level, where students have an individual SGP, and then, as you know, we aggregate those SGPs


25
00:05:21.539 --> 00:05:37.169
Student Assessment Services: At the district, school, and student group level, to give an idea of how particular groups or schools or districts are doing in terms of growth. And that measure is included in our accountability system.


26
00:05:38.249 --> 00:05:42.588
Student Assessment Services: So, when we started to think about this,


27
00:05:43.129 --> 00:06:02.288
Student Assessment Services: in terms of whether or not we could think about going beyond SGP in something that was both beneficial to our districts, and beneficial to schools, families, DESE, and thinking about showing progress that students are making, okay?


28
00:06:02.459 --> 00:06:11.188
Student Assessment Services: And one of the reasons that I really pushed our staff to begin thinking about a metric like this is because


29
00:06:11.789 --> 00:06:28.828
Student Assessment Services: The growth the SGP is not necessarily synonymous with improvement, right? So, we have a couple of actual results here, that I want to walk through with you to show the little bit of a problem, and it's not to say that SGP is not beneficial, but


30
00:06:28.829 --> 00:06:40.149
Student Assessment Services: There are some ways that it can be that it can be calculated that don't necessarily, align with what we want to be thinking about, which is not only growth, but actual improvement, right?


31
00:06:40.148 --> 00:06:53.058
Student Assessment Services: So, if you look at the example we've given you here, we have a student in sixth grade in ELA. In 2024, these are actual results, the student had a scaled score of 452.


32
00:06:53.119 --> 00:06:58.129
Student Assessment Services: And then in 2025, that student had a scale score of 448,


33
00:06:58.319 --> 00:07:06.369
Student Assessment Services: Okay, that's actually a decrease in their scaled score from one year to the next, but their growth was 66, which was considered high.


34
00:07:06.569 --> 00:07:19.488
Student Assessment Services: Okay? And that's because, again, growth is calculated, the current growth model, SGP, is calculated relative to how students do, as compared to their academic peers.


35
00:07:19.489 --> 00:07:36.439
Student Assessment Services: Right? So, although the student actually decreased relative to students with similar score histories to them, the student actually, you know, was in the high growth category, even though that student's achievement, individual achievement, decreased.


36
00:07:36.549 --> 00:07:42.339
Student Assessment Services: Okay? Another example on the right-hand side is a 7th grade math student who


37
00:07:42.919 --> 00:07:52.098
Student Assessment Services: Again, had a scale score that decreased from one year to the next, and we show an SGP of 54, moderate.


38
00:07:52.159 --> 00:08:03.778
Student Assessment Services: So, what this is showing you is, is that because it is relative to how students are doing compared to their academic peers, students may show moderate or high growth, even if they decrease in their scale score, if they don't improve.


39
00:08:03.979 --> 00:08:08.359
Student Assessment Services: Because it's relative to this, comparison group.


40
00:08:08.739 --> 00:08:17.728
Student Assessment Services: So we wanted to think about, and I'll be honest, a lot of the genesis from this has come, for those of you that are familiar with the way that we think about access.


41
00:08:17.919 --> 00:08:35.358
Student Assessment Services: right? And moving students towards English language proficiency, where we have individualized targets for students, and we're able to talk about the percentage of students who are making progress, I asked the team to think about whether or not this was possible, for the regular MCAS administration.


42
00:08:36.059 --> 00:08:53.649
Student Assessment Services: Okay? So, again, so while the SGP looks at the relative progress of a student, the progress that a student makes in a year, it doesn't clarify whether that growth is sufficient to actually move students towards meeting or exceeding expectations, right?


43
00:08:53.909 --> 00:09:06.689
Student Assessment Services: So, we're introducing today Growth to Standard as an additional measure to help schools and districts think about student growth and progress towards actually meeting expectations in a given grade.


44
00:09:07.069 --> 00:09:16.598
Student Assessment Services: This measure, which you're going to learn about today, will help us track progress for students that are in the not meeting or partially meeting expectations levels.


45
00:09:16.709 --> 00:09:25.399
Student Assessment Services: Okay? I think we're all familiar with what's happened to our, some of our achievement results over the past few years.


46
00:09:25.459 --> 00:09:40.248
Student Assessment Services: And really, the way to, to move is to look at our students that are in that not meeting or partially meeting expectations level and move them towards the meeting expectations or exceeding expectations levels.


47
00:09:40.349 --> 00:09:51.729
Student Assessment Services: This will also allow us to monitor the maintenance of achievement for students who are already meeting or exceeding expectations. One of the things we want to focus on is continuous improvement for all students, okay?


48
00:09:52.169 --> 00:10:05.998
Student Assessment Services: And whether the students, whatever achievement level they're at now, we have a wide enough scale, and there's plenty of room for improvement for all of our students, and growth standard will allow us to look at whether individual students are improving.


49
00:10:05.999 --> 00:10:16.629
Student Assessment Services: Within a school and moving even within, either from not meeting or partially meeting to meeting, or within the meeting or exceeding expectations category.


50
00:10:17.029 --> 00:10:29.119
Student Assessment Services: Before I leave, today, I have one more slide after this, but I do want to say three things really loudly and clearly so that everybody hears it from me directly.


51
00:10:30.069 --> 00:10:41.878
Student Assessment Services: The first thing is, we are not looking to replace the student growth percentile, okay? We are looking to complement the student growth percentile metric.


52
00:10:41.879 --> 00:10:56.709
Student Assessment Services: With a growth-to-standard metric that is more individualized, that looks at, whether kids are making individual progress towards meeting or exceeding expectations. But we are not looking to eliminate the use or the publication of the student growth percentile.


53
00:10:56.849 --> 00:11:03.639
Student Assessment Services: Okay? The second thing is, I'm sure is a question that might be on people's mind, is about the accountability system.


54
00:11:03.849 --> 00:11:06.748
Student Assessment Services: I want to be really, really clear about this.


55
00:11:06.879 --> 00:11:15.169
Student Assessment Services: So, I think for people that have known me for a while, I very much believe in


56
00:11:15.179 --> 00:11:27.429
Student Assessment Services: Having measures and different metrics when we introduce new metrics, having those metrics sort of be understood and used and publicized before we put them into the accountability system.


57
00:11:27.439 --> 00:11:39.698
Student Assessment Services: And that's the exact way that I feel about the growth of standard measure. We are going through this learning phase right now. We will eventually get to a phase where we're talking about publication, and only at that point.


58
00:11:39.699 --> 00:11:51.519
Student Assessment Services: when we talk about inclusion into our district and school accountability system. To me, there are some very big steps that need to be taken before we get there, but I want to be clear that this is not something that we plan


59
00:11:51.649 --> 00:11:55.418
Student Assessment Services: For example, next year to put into the accountability system.


60
00:11:55.529 --> 00:11:57.009
Student Assessment Services: And then the third thing


61
00:11:57.499 --> 00:12:16.049
Student Assessment Services: is, we really want to do this not only for our benefit, but for your benefit, right? I really think that metrics should be actionable, and having individualized targets for students will allow you to look at


62
00:12:16.099 --> 00:12:23.129
Student Assessment Services: For students, the exact students that you have, what their targets are, and what progress needs to be made.


63
00:12:23.229 --> 00:12:39.948
Student Assessment Services: One of my concerns, frankly, with the current metric is that, you know, you have your students take the assessment, the student does how they do on the assessment, and then you have to kind of wait to find out how they get in terms of a growth measure, because it's relative to how other kids have done.


64
00:12:40.139 --> 00:12:53.898
Student Assessment Services: This will allow you to have an understanding about the types of progress that your students are making, relative towards either moving towards meeting expectations or maintaining within the meeting or exceeding levels.


65
00:12:54.909 --> 00:12:56.729
Student Assessment Services: As always,


66
00:12:57.119 --> 00:13:16.378
Student Assessment Services: everything that we do here, and we are trying to make sure that we're a coherent organization in terms of our educational vision, okay? And this aligns with our vision to have ambitious but achievable expectations for all students in the Commonwealth, and you'll see the quote there that is, directly from our EdVision.


67
00:13:16.399 --> 00:13:24.279
Student Assessment Services: All students in Massachusetts, particularly students from historically underserved groups and communities, are held to high expectations with targeted support


68
00:13:24.689 --> 00:13:28.808
Student Assessment Services: and excel at grade level or beyond.


69
00:13:29.039 --> 00:13:45.418
Student Assessment Services: That's my introduction to you. I hope that it provides a little bit of the rationale as to why I've asked the staff to develop, look into, develop, and now talk to you about the growth of standard measure. 


70
00:13:45.509 --> 00:14:01.189
Student Assessment Services: With that, I'm going to turn it over to those that have a lot more knowledge about the technical details than I do here. But I, again, appreciate everybody's time, and hopefully this will be a helpful session for everybody here. Thank you.


71
00:14:17.779 --> 00:14:27.168
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Wonderful. Hi, everyone. So, I'm going to be sharing a little bit more of what the metric looks like, in sort of the behind-the-scenes world.


72
00:14:27.169 --> 00:14:41.289
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, Growth to Standard is actually going to be a set of measures that allow schools and districts to monitor whether students are on track to meet or exceed expectations in grade 8 ELA, and mathematics.


73
00:14:41.809 --> 00:14:44.838
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Each year, students will receive a progress target.


74
00:14:44.919 --> 00:15:03.038
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: on the ELA and Mathematics MCAS tests, and a difficulty index that is defining the level of growth required to meet their progress target. As Rob mentioned, this is similar to how we provide progress targets for the access tests for English language learners.


75
00:15:03.269 --> 00:15:11.379
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Like SGP, a difficulty index will range from very low to very high growth, and I'm going to show you what that looks like in the next couple of slides.


76
00:15:14.119 --> 00:15:21.499
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, for students that are currently scoring in the not meeting or partially meeting expectations levels.


77
00:15:21.588 --> 00:15:36.279
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: A yearly progress target will be mapped between a current student's current scale score and the grade 8 scale score of 500, which places them in the meeting expectations achievement level.


78
00:15:37.789 --> 00:15:49.019
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: A progress target is the minimum scaled score a student needs to earn in order to be considered on track to achieve at the meeting expectations level in grade 8.


79
00:15:49.309 --> 00:15:56.648
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, for example, let's consider a student that scores 443 in ELA on the grade 3 MCAS test.


80
00:15:57.559 --> 00:16:08.589
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The Growth to Standard method will leverage historical MCAS data to plot the easiest path from the student's current scaled score to a grade 8 scaled score of 500.


81
00:16:09.249 --> 00:16:22.249
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: In this case, the easiest path for a student that is scoring a 443 has a difficulty index of high. A student will need to show at least high growth every year to reach their annual progress targets.


82
00:16:23.469 --> 00:16:40.039
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: On this pathway, their progress target for Grade 4 ELA is a 472. That means that the student needs to earn at least a 472 on the Grade 4 ELA test to be considered on track to meet or exceed expectations in grade 8.


83
00:16:44.799 --> 00:16:56.158
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Great. So, students will also receive annual indicators of whether they met their progress targets set in the prior year for ELA and Mathematics MCAS tests.


84
00:16:56.669 --> 00:17:06.458
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Students that scored below their progress target will need to show even greater growth in the following year to get back on track to meet or exceed expectations in Grade 8.


85
00:17:06.799 --> 00:17:17.629
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So let's imagine that the student from the previous slide scored a 458 in grade 4, which is below their progress target of a 472.


86
00:17:18.199 --> 00:17:32.889
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: This student did not make sufficient progress in ELA to be considered on track to meet or exceed expectations in Grade 8. Therefore, a new pathway to the meeting expectations achievement level in grade 8 was calculated for them.


87
00:17:33.239 --> 00:17:44.428
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The student must still show high growth and now achieve a scaled score of 474 in grade 5 to be considered on track to meet or exceed expectations in grade 8.


88
00:17:50.969 --> 00:17:53.029
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Alternatively,


89
00:17:53.859 --> 00:18:09.749
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: A student may have scored above their progress target, so let's imagine that the student scored a 480, which is above their progress target of a 472. The student is considered on track to meet or exceed expectations in Grade 8 ELA.


90
00:18:09.889 --> 00:18:24.018
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: A new pathway is still calculated, and this one indicates that they now only need to show moderate growth and earn a scaled score of 482 in grade 5 to be considered on track to meet or exceed expectations in grade 8


91
00:18:25.139 --> 00:18:32.278
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Both the original pathway and the pathway when the student did not make their progress target required high growth.


92
00:18:32.549 --> 00:18:41.658
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Because the student exceeded their progress target, they are now expected to reach their grade 5 progress target of 482, showing moderate growth.


93
00:18:46.179 --> 00:18:55.228
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: For students in the meeting or exceeding achievement level, their yearly progress target will be set to maintain meeting or exceeding expectations.


94
00:18:55.389 --> 00:19:03.269
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, for students that earn a meeting expectations achievement level, their next year target will be to maintain meeting expectations.


95
00:19:03.429 --> 00:19:07.588
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Similarly, students that earn in exceeding expectations


96
00:19:07.859 --> 00:19:13.468
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Achievement level will have their next year target set to maintain exceeding expectations.


97
00:19:16.049 --> 00:19:20.739
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: We're going to pause now to do a quick Q&A check-in.


98
00:19:21.039 --> 00:19:26.879
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Julia, is there one question that might be coming up to the top of the Q&A?


99
00:19:28.459 --> 00:19:36.659
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Potentially if, what grades are included? So, because the,


100
00:19:36.819 --> 00:19:55.318
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: metric is projecting to grade 8. Starting with a student's grade 3 MCAS score, we'll be calculating a target for their 4th grade year. So, students that are entering 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th will have progress targets set for the end of the year. So, let's say


101
00:19:55.319 --> 00:20:02.579
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: a student, tested in grade 3 in 2025, they'll get a progress target for 2026.


102
00:20:04.079 --> 00:20:07.058
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And I think maybe one more? Sure,


103
00:20:07.159 --> 00:20:11.958
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: This is from Jennifer. Why would we use SGP when we have this new measure?


104
00:20:12.119 --> 00:20:29.688
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Well, they kind of go hand in hand. So, I would say that SGP still tells you some information. So, we're looking at relative growth. We might see that a student scores high relative growth. Let's say they earn an SGP of 68 or 70.


105
00:20:29.689 --> 00:20:40.989
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And so we can still be saying, okay, we're doing our job in teaching the student academic materials, but it just might be that they actually need to show an even greater growth level to be reaching that sufficient


106
00:20:41.149 --> 00:20:56.049
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: threshold to be considered on track to meet or exceed. So Julia actually, in the next segment, is going to talk a little bit about how we think about achievement and SGP together and also share how we're going to be giving data out to folks.


107
00:20:56.709 --> 00:21:01.398
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I'm going to go ahead and shut off my sound and let her take over the slides.


108
00:21:05.499 --> 00:21:06.939
Julia English: Good morning.


109
00:21:14.079 --> 00:21:28.309
Julia English: So, our hope for Growth to Standard is to assist you in planning for student success. We're going to delve into how to integrate this metric into your current continuous improvement plan.


110
00:21:29.629 --> 00:21:49.359
Julia English: So, as Sarah just stated, this metric is designed to be used in tandem with our current metrics that we have, such as achievement. For example, if we take a look at this chart, we can see a student who is not yet meeting expectations.


111
00:21:49.499 --> 00:21:59.719
Julia English: But is making their progress targets? That academic team can be confident in the supports that the student is already being provided.


112
00:22:00.569 --> 00:22:14.579
Julia English: Alternatively, if you have a student who is not yet meeting expectations, but is also not meeting their target, that student will probably need supplementary supports to be on track.


113
00:22:18.409 --> 00:22:37.219
Julia English: So, Growth to Standard is supposed to be a long-term, academic planning metric, so it should be used to answer questions such as, is this, curriculum intervention working to help students


114
00:22:37.219 --> 00:22:40.609
Julia English: Meet expectations in 8th grade.


115
00:22:47.979 --> 00:22:54.348
Julia English: We will be providing data in the form of CSVs to Dropbox Central.


116
00:22:58.079 --> 00:23:08.909
Julia English: The files are short versions of the official MCAS results, with the additional growth to standard variables.


117
00:23:09.459 --> 00:23:18.368
Julia English: The files are entitled Growth to Standard 2025, with either your school or district code.


118
00:23:18.569 --> 00:23:33.039
Julia English: They're labeled 2025 because the growth to standard variables, as well as the achievement variables and demographic variables, all come from the 2025 official MCAS results.


119
00:23:38.019 --> 00:23:43.468
Julia English: 10 additional growths to standard variables will be added to this file.


120
00:23:43.599 --> 00:23:53.788
Julia English: So, you're going to get 3 from the 2025 administration, 2 from the 2026 administration, and then


121
00:23:53.789 --> 00:24:03.899
Julia English: you will have those variables for both ELA and mathematics. The 2025 progress target is the scale score needed


122
00:24:03.899 --> 00:24:13.128
Julia English: For a student to be on track on track to meeting expectations in grade 8 for the 2025 administration.


123
00:24:13.309 --> 00:24:22.349
Julia English: The 2025 difficulty index is the growth expected to reach that 2025 progress target.


124
00:24:22.669 --> 00:24:26.879
Julia English: And the progress met indicator for 2025


125
00:24:27.269 --> 00:24:33.798
Julia English: Is if that student met the progress target in the 2025 administration.


126
00:24:34.859 --> 00:24:49.748
Julia English: After the conclusion of the 2025 administration, we rerun growth to standard, and that creates the new 2026 progress target, as well as the 2026 difficulty index.


127
00:24:53.269 --> 00:25:08.859
Julia English: Scaled scores are not yet available for the 2026 administration, so there is not yet a 2026 progress indicator. If you are familiar with the access variables, they're very similar in nature.


128
00:25:12.199 --> 00:25:20.798
Julia English: Now what I would like to do is do a little data demonstration, just to see what kind of file you'll be getting in Dropbox Central.


129
00:25:23.809 --> 00:25:41.988
Julia English: So, I would first like to show you our file layout. This will be provided in Dropbox, and this just gives you a layout of all the variables provided and a description of all of those variables. So, take a look at this before you delve into your own data.


130
00:25:43.599 --> 00:25:51.829
Julia English: And then you will receive a file similar to this.


131
00:25:56.779 --> 00:26:02.218
Julia English: I'll just get rid of my filter for a second. This is a dummy file.


132
00:26:02.979 --> 00:26:15.259
Julia English: Just to show you an example of what you will get, so this is a dummy middle school. The file starts off with all of your school and district information.


133
00:26:16.069 --> 00:26:22.259
Julia English: And then goes into your student demographics.


134
00:26:36.719 --> 00:26:39.189
Julia English: As we slide over to the right.


135
00:27:02.159 --> 00:27:03.728
Julia English: I'm sorry about this.


136
00:27:05.449 --> 00:27:23.499
Julia English: There we go. Our student demographics as we scroll to the right, you can filter on any of these demographics for more in-depth analysis. And then, as we move towards the end of the file, we have our achievement


137
00:27:25.139 --> 00:27:26.979
Julia English: Growth to standard metrics.


138
00:27:27.559 --> 00:27:29.818
Julia English: So, let's take a look at


139
00:27:30.599 --> 00:27:48.749
Julia English: Columns AX through AZ. These are our growth to standard metrics for 2025. So, last year progress target, this is for ELA, our 2025 progress targets. They're either achievement levels or scaled scores.


140
00:27:49.419 --> 00:27:59.479
Julia English: Our last year difficulty index ranges from very low to very high, and then our progress made metric


141
00:27:59.649 --> 00:28:06.818
Julia English: Which shows what students made or did not make progress. So, the 1 indicates that they made progress.


142
00:28:07.189 --> 00:28:20.109
Julia English: Our zero indicates that they did not make progress, and our blanks indicate that they were not included in making progress. So, for example.


143
00:28:20.299 --> 00:28:26.569
Julia English: You could take your students, And we can potentially


144
00:28:30.469 --> 00:28:35.688
Julia English: Filter for our grade 6 students, which would be our current 7th graders.


145
00:28:44.309 --> 00:28:51.879
Julia English: And we can look at Our students in 2020 and in the 2025 administration.


146
00:28:52.729 --> 00:28:56.519
Julia English: Who made partially meeting expectations?


147
00:29:16.769 --> 00:29:24.728
Julia English: And then look at our students who did make progress.


148
00:29:32.909 --> 00:29:41.519
Julia English: And you can take a look at those students and see, even though they had very high or high difficulty indices.


149
00:29:42.309 --> 00:29:59.259
Julia English: what are the trends for these students? What helped them be successful to making progress? Was it a particular teacher or a particular curriculum that made them successful, and on track to meeting expectations in grade 8?


150
00:30:11.629 --> 00:30:24.459
Julia English: In terms of future reporting for Growth to Standard, schools and districts will receive 2026 results and 2027 progress targets in the fall of 2026.


151
00:30:24.539 --> 00:30:37.229
Julia English: Public reporting of any aggregate data will be posted in the fall of 2027 at the earliest. There's no current plan to incorporate growth to standard in the accountability system.


152
00:30:37.369 --> 00:30:45.509
Julia English: DESE plans to collect feedback on the metric usage in districts over the course of the 2026–2027 school year.


153
00:30:48.739 --> 00:30:56.939
Julia English: And now we'll just take a look at our questions again and see if there are any, common questions that we can answer.


154
00:30:57.479 --> 00:31:08.188
Julia English: There is a question just clarifying, if the same Dropbox file will be updated with 2026, or if the schools and districts should expect a new file in the fall.


155
00:31:08.299 --> 00:31:20.359
Julia English: Yes, they would expect a new file in the fall with the additional variables, including progress made, the progress indicator for the 2026 administration.


156
00:31:20.819 --> 00:31:40.139
Julia English: And there's also a question of whether the two measures of SGP and growth to standard will be in conflict with one another. I'm happy to answer that one, since that was my segment. So, no, I would say SGP and growth to standard are complementary measures, so


157
00:31:40.609 --> 00:31:57.548
Julia English: I like to think of SGP as being retrospective, so looking back at what happened in the year, and as growth to standard progress targets, which we also use for access as being prospective, so looking forward. So, although we might see,


158
00:31:57.749 --> 00:32:10.559
Julia English: sort of a student making moderate growth, it might, again, not be that sufficient level of growth, and so, really, it's just meant to complement, one another. And they're actually calculated in the same package, so we do the calculations at the same time.


159
00:32:18.329 --> 00:32:22.489
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Wonderful. So, I'm going to talk about next steps,


160
00:32:23.158 --> 00:32:32.618
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, today we're asking that after the webinar, for folks attending to complete an evaluation form and provide feedback to us on


161
00:32:34.448 --> 00:32:50.008
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: growth to standard. For folks that have attended DESC webinars in the past, you may have seen some general questions that will be repeated, but we also added specific questions about the growth to standard, so as an extra layer, for feedback.


162
00:32:52.259 --> 00:33:00.008
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: You can also email your input to MCAS@mass.gov if you have any problems accessing or completing the form.


163
00:33:00.859 --> 00:33:18.039
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Within one week, you'll receive an email with the Q&A from the session, and a recording will also become available. And by the end of the month, you'll receive those Dropbox files, excuse me, with your school and district data, as well as that file layout that Julia shared.


164
00:33:18.109 --> 00:33:24.688
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And someone had asked if it's going to be in the 2025 MCAS Dropbox on Dropbox Central, and yes, it will be.


165
00:33:26.849 --> 00:33:27.839
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Wonderful.


166
00:33:28.199 --> 00:33:33.119
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I do think we have a little time if we want, yeah, look at some more questions.


167
00:33:33.689 --> 00:33:35.489
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Same.


168
00:33:48.939 --> 00:33:49.689
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Let's see


169
00:33:54.159 --> 00:33:56.618
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Very high difficulty rating.


170
00:33:59.159 --> 00:34:06.978
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Sure, I think I'm going to answer Lisa's question, about the difficulty index, so I'm actually going to go ahead and go back.

171
00:34:07.179 --> 00:34:08.498
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: A couple of slides.


172
00:34:13.449 --> 00:34:16.579
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: I know she's asking specifically about the data.


173
00:34:18.569 --> 00:34:29.759
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So, I will say, Lisa, I am hearing that you're asking if a kid who had a 499 and a target of 500 had a very high difficulty rating. Why is that?


174
00:34:29.799 --> 00:34:40.799
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So that just means that traditionally we've seen that it's been difficult for students to go even from the top end of that partially meeting to the bottom end of meeting from 7th to 8th grade.


175
00:34:40.869 --> 00:34:43.658
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: And I should also mention that


176
00:34:43.799 --> 00:34:51.759
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The method actually uses 2 years of historical data, so it might have been that the student had,


177
00:34:52.039 --> 00:34:58.808
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The students' growth patterns between, let's say, 6th and 7th, and now projecting to 7th and 8th is sort of a harder path.


178
00:34:58.959 --> 00:35:00.369
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: So


179
00:35:00.699 --> 00:35:05.878
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: That's why it is, so it's a little bit individualized, because we use the two years of data.


180
00:35:06.099 --> 00:35:10.768
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Background to predict, so it's kind of like a more nuanced metric in that way.

181
00:35:11.559 --> 00:35:15.868
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Growth to standard will not be included in reports to families.


182
00:35:16.169 --> 00:35:22.039
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: on the new Parent Portal, we don't have a timeline for that yet.


183
00:35:23.989 --> 00:35:42.059
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Nathan is asking, or Nathaniel, excuse me, is asking, will the results we receive in fall 2026 include retroactive targets and related progress targets based on previous year's scores? So, you're going to get data, at the end of the current month, about 2025,


184
00:35:42.379 --> 00:35:57.379
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: retrospective, as well as looking towards the 2026, and then in the fall of 2026, you'll receive the targets that you had for 2026, that progress indicator, and then future progress targets for 2027.


185
00:35:58.249 --> 00:36:07.289
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: For folks that do, access data, this is very, very similar to how we report for access progress targets and indicators.


186
00:36:16.919 --> 00:36:19.399
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Oh, it says I'm breaking up, can people hear me?


187
00:36:21.469 --> 00:36:26.188
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Oh, I do see Shannon is saying, I'm sounding a little garbled. I'm so sorry.


188
00:36:28.249 --> 00:36:39.399
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The Dropbox files you're getting at the end of the month are the data file for your school and district, as well as the file layout that Julia shared.


189
00:36:44.149 --> 00:36:45.828
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: In regard to slide 19.


190
00:36:48.589 --> 00:37:00.808
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Oh, Carlene's question about slide 19. So, this is really just a potential way that districts may be able to use this metric,


191
00:37:00.809 --> 00:37:10.749
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: It would be up to your district to consider how they would compare schools, and we wouldn't be comparing schools outside of the district. These are really meant to be internal metrics at this time.


192
00:37:13.839 --> 00:37:18.769
Sarah Jo Torgrimson: The minimum data you need to get a target for a student.


193
00:37:20.189 --> 00:37:34.808
[bookmark: _Int_jfeVEQMn]Sarah Jo Torgrimson: Oh, I see, yes. So, for students, that will be included, in producing a progress target, we're looking at students that have a test status of T, which means that they.


194
00:37:40.479 --> 00:37:55.809
Julia English: Sorry about that. We're looking for students that have a test status of T on, the MCAS, which means that they completed our participation requirements, and they earned a scaled score. So that'll be who gets a progress target in the future.


195
00:38:00.169 --> 00:38:09.578
Julia English: They will not be set on years in Massachusetts. It'll just be based on at least having one year of MCAS data.


196
00:38:11.249 --> 00:38:19.579
Julia English: the target is just relative their score. I also want to clarify that for access, it's relative their score, and also based on years in Massachusetts schools.


197
00:38:31.269 --> 00:38:47.159
Julia English: Shelly is asking if this is the first that districts are hearing about this. We have had some smaller pilot meetings with districts to talk about the metrics, and this is sort of our, this is why we're also sharing data now internally with districts.


198
00:38:47.229 --> 00:39:03.698
Julia English: And not sharing anything publicly. We are going to be sharing a guide along with the files in your Droboxes, so there'll be some more information. Yes, Rob Ford, there'll be a technical guide, also available to districts that'll be sent.


199
00:39:04.269 --> 00:39:11.999
Julia English: Wonderful. And then Kyle, again, just to clarify that, target performance


200
00:39:12.239 --> 00:39:24.579
Julia English: Levels are for students that are in the meeting or exceeding expectations, whereas scale score levels that are more nuanced are really for getting those students to reach, meeting expectations in 8th grade.


201
00:39:32.139 --> 00:39:43.308
Julia English: MCAS Alt students will not be receiving a target, because of the way that the, MCAS Alt is run. So MCAS Alts,


202
00:39:43.819 --> 00:39:51.738
Julia English: provides, achievement levels, but not scaled scores, and the metric requires, scaled scores.


203
00:40:10.139 --> 00:40:11.428
Julia English: I think I answered that.


204
00:40:17.119 --> 00:40:31.069
Julia English: So, targets Karen, targets are, both are criterion referenced, but the difficulty index is based on historical growth patterns. 


205
00:40:31.379 --> 00:40:38.368
Julia English: Where it kind of, like, leverages that norm reference, but gives a criterion-referenced metric.


206
00:40:40.589 --> 00:41:00.399
Julia English: Retain students, so students that, stay back a grade will not be included in, the progress indicators, so you'll see a blank for them because, we're projecting out to the grade ahead, so, you can't use the same progress target for 4th grade that you would have in third grade.


207
00:41:00.679 --> 00:41:04.228
Julia English: So they'll get a new target once they test again in their grade.


208
00:41:05.859 --> 00:41:10.928
Julia English: Similar to how you can't get SGP if a student has been retained or skips a grade.


209
00:41:29.079 --> 00:41:52.398
Julia English: Sorry, I'm just scrolling through these. I also want to say, Jennifer, about the annual rate of growth. So, you bring up a good point of it is a consistent level of growth when we're projecting it, but that doesn't mean a consistent difference in scaled scores. So, in that first slide, and I'm actually going to go back, because I think that is helpful.


210
00:41:54.989 --> 00:42:19.388
Julia English: In this first slide here, what we're actually saying is that the same level of growth is required to go from a 443 to a 472 in 4th grade, as it is to go from a 472 to a 478 between 4th and 5th grade. So that's what consistent growth means. I think, a lot of times we try to translate this into consistent changes in scale scores, but actually this is saying that


211
00:42:19.799 --> 00:42:24.629
Julia English: It's actually based on the growth and not on, just a difference in scale scores.


212
00:42:30.189 --> 00:42:37.458
Julia English: Oh, I like this question from Hillary about a student transitioning between MCAS-Alt and,


213
00:42:39.969 --> 00:42:45.009
Julia English: standard MCAS, so their indicator 


214
00:42:45.309 --> 00:42:51.898
Julia English: would start if they test in grade 6, they will get a progress target for grade 7, yes.


215
00:42:59.649 --> 00:43:06.978
Julia English: Nathaniel, currently, we are setting targets to maintain achievement levels for those students in meeting or exceeding.


216
00:43:13.729 --> 00:43:30.398
Julia English: Kelly, we're sharing, the growth level, so it'll be that difficulty index variable that Julia showed, which is that consistent growth, and again, that'll actually be updated every year, so it's not like I'm just showing the plot to show you how the metric works behind the scenes.


217
00:43:30.539 --> 00:43:36.028
Julia English: But you'll actually just get data that focuses on one-year progress targets.


218
00:43:36.139 --> 00:43:48.528
Julia English: because again, those, every year a student earns a score, we then see the path getting recalculated. So, I think when I mentioned, in


219
00:43:49.389 --> 00:44:07.109
Julia English: This graph, it can be confusing looking at the targets, that are achievement levels, but that top line of the dark blue with the dashes is actually only requiring moderate growth, whereas the other lines both require high growth.


220
00:44:09.759 --> 00:44:17.118
Julia English: And you would see that in your difficulty index is the required growth to meet that proficiency level.


221
00:44:21.109 --> 00:44:22.469
Julia English: Okay.


222
00:44:31.149 --> 00:44:38.549
Julia English: Yes. Okay, Jessica's question is asking about students that oscillate between different achievement levels.


223
00:44:38.549 --> 00:44:53.528
Julia English: So, she says if a student earned a partially meeting in 4th grade, they'd have a scale score-specific target for 5th grade. That's correct. If they hit meeting expectations in 5th grade, their new progress target would be to meet expectations, also correct.


224
00:44:53.529 --> 00:45:03.649
Julia English: And if they don't meet that progress target and move back down to partially meeting in 6th grade, they would get now a scaled score target for 7th grade. That is correct, yes.


225
00:45:08.809 --> 00:45:17.709
Julia English: Yes, Sandy, you're only going to see one year out, similar to ACCESS, just because additional years will be updated based on, newer scaled scores.


226
00:45:20.149 --> 00:45:20.869
Julia English: Okay.


227
00:45:21.989 --> 00:45:32.198
Julia English: I'm not seeing a lot of Q&A come in anymore, so I think I'm just going to, stop this section, and I will just move the slides along to say thank you.


228
00:45:35.669 --> 00:45:48.859
Julia English: You, again, please fill out that survey, we're looking forward to feedback. You'll be getting the Q&A, within a week, so any questions that we weren't unable to answer, we can get to.


229
00:45:48.999 --> 00:45:55.988
Julia English: And if you have any further questions, please feel free to email us at mcas@ mass.gov.


230
00:45:56.679 --> 00:45:58.579
Julia English: Thank you all so much for your time
